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BIOGRAPHY

Congressman TomM LANTOS was the only Holocaust sur-
vivor ever to serve in the U.S. Congress. An American by
choice, he was born in Budapest, Hungary, on February 1,
1928. His family were teachers—one uncle was a professor at
the University of Budapest and his grandmother was prin-
cipal of a Gymnazium (high school).

ToMm vividly remembered the first newspaper he ever
bought, which was when he was only 10 years old. On March
13, 1938, while walking home from school, he was struck by
the headline: “Hitler Marches into Austria!” He recalled that
occasion, “I sensed that this historic moment would have a
tremendous impact on the lives of Hungarian Jews, my fam-
ily, and myself.”

ToMm was only 16 when Nazi Germany occupied Hungary
in March 1944. With the German troops came Adolf Eich-
mann with orders to exterminate the Jewish population of
Hungary. By the end of the summer most of the Jews out-
side of Budapest had been sent to Auschwitz, and round-up
and the extermination of those in the capital city began in
earnest.

In Budapest, many Jewish young men were sent to forced
labor camps. TOM was sent to Szob, a small village about 40
miles north of Budapest, where his labor battalion was re-
sponsible for maintaining a key bridge on the Budapest-
Vienna rail line. He would often recall with mixed feelings
watching American bombers destroy the bridge—knowing
that this was helping to end the Nazi war machine, but at
the same time knowing that he and his fellow inmates would
be forced to rebuild the bridge.

On one occasion he managed to escape from the work
camp, but he was caught and severely beaten. Conditions
were so dire that he doubted that he would survive. Feeling
he had nothing to lose, ToM attempted another escape, and
this time succeeded in returning to Budapest. He sought ref-
uge with an aunt, who lived in a Wallenberg safehouse—one
of the apartment buildings Swedish diplomat Raoul
Wallenberg had rented and nominally placed under Swedish
diplomatic protection.

[v]
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Because of his “Aryan” coloring (blond hair and blue eyes),
ToM was able to move around Budapest in a military cadet’s
uniform, delivering a loaf of bread or a bottle of medicine
that could mean the difference between life and death for
others in various safehouses. He knew that he was in con-
stant danger of being exposed as a Jew. “But,” he stated, “I
figured I probably would not survive, so I might as well be
of some use.”

Although ToM never had a personal meeting with
Wallenberg, the Swedish businessman-turned-diplomat, the
official was an inspiration to him—an example of what
human conduct ought to be in such horrible times. After be-
coming a Congressman, the first legislation ToM LANTOS in-
troduced was to make Wallenberg an honorary citizen of the
United States, and he was in the forefront of efforts to deter-
mine his fate in the Soviet Union. This legislation became
law, which made Wallenberg the second-ever honorary cit-
izen, the first being Winston Churchill.

For a month in December 1944 and January 1945 the Rus-
sians and Germans fought from house to house for control of
Budapest. Bombs and artillery shells from both sides con-
stantly pounded the city. Early one morning at 3 a.m., Tom
was liberated when a Soviet soldier burst into the safehouse.
In mid-January, the German army withdrew and the Soviet
Army occupied Budapest. ToM searched in vain for his moth-
er and other members of his family, but he gradually came
to the realization that they had perished.

ToM managed sporadic contacts with members of his fam-
ily and his childhood friend Annette Tillemann, who had
gone into hiding with her mother shortly after the German
occupation. ToM attempted to find out what happened to An-
nette. The last known address he had for her was the home
of family friends in Switzerland. Unbeknownst to Tom, An-
nette and her mother had managed to escape to Switzerland
as the Russian army reached Budapest. Although the Hun-
garian postal system was not functioning, ToM managed to
send a letter to Annette’s friends in Switzerland with a
friend who was leaving Hungary. When Annette received the
letter, she stared at the envelope for a long time before open-
ing it—she knew it meant that ToMm had survived.

Annette had no way of responding to ToM’s letter. She
simply waited for another letter, but nothing arrived during
the summer or fall of 1945. That winter, Annette could wait
no longer. Clutching a parcel of food for her trip, she boarded
an old bus for an exhausting 10-day journey back to Buda-
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pest. She made her way to her grandparents’ home and was
devastated to learn that her father, grandparents, and all
but one relative who remained in Budapest had been killed.
Annette was able to get word to Tom that she was at her
grandparents’ home in Budapest, and they were reunited
again after well over a year’s separation.

ToM began studies at the University of Budapest in fall
1946. In summer 1947 he was awarded a Hillel Foundation
scholarship to study in the United States. He arrived in New
York City in August 1947 with no money and only a prized
Hungarian salami which was promptly confiscated by U.S.
Customs officials.

ToM LANTOS earned his B.A. in 1949 and M.A. in 1950 in
economics from the University of Washington in Seattle. In
June 1950, he and Annette Tillemann were married in Los
Angeles, CA. In fall 1950, ToM and Annette moved to the
San Francisco Bay Area, and he began graduate study at the
University of California, Berkeley. He received a Ph.D. in ec-
onomics 3 years later.

Prior to his service in Congress (1950-1980), ToM LANTOS
was a professor of economics at San Francisco State Univer-
sity. In addition to his academic activities, he was an inter-
national affairs analyst for public television and a consultant
to a number of Bay Area businesses. He also served in senior
advisory roles to Members of the U.S. Senate and was active
in a number of Democratic campaigns.

As a former professor and chairman of the Millbrae Board
of Education, TOM was a consistent supporter of public edu-
cation.

ToMm LANTOS was elected in 1980, narrowly defeating in-
cumbent William “Bill” Royer. His election restored the his-
torically Democratic district which had been lost in the 1978
special election after the death of Congressman Leo Ryan.

As a Member of the House of Representatives, Tom LAN-
TOS worked diligently to address quality of life issues in Bay
Area communities. He had a strong record on environment
protection and fought for reform of our Nation’s energy pol-
icy.

As a member of the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, ToM led a major investigation of waste,
fraud, abuse, and mismanagement at the Department of
Housing and Urban Development, and he was a leader in
congressional oversight over Federal Government programs.

ToM was the second most senior Democrat on the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform, which has ju-
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risdiction over the management, efficiency, and operation of
Federal Government agencies.

ToMm LANTOS was a leading advocate of legislation to help
our Nation’s working people. He consistently supported legis-
lation to increase the minimum wage and to protect working
men and women.

Legislation he introduced includes the Young American
Workers’ Bill of Rights to protect young people who work, to
prohibit forced overtime hours for licensed health care em-
ployees, and to provide pension provisions for air traffic con-
trollers on the same basis as pensions for Federal law en-
forcement officers and firefighters.

As chairman of the Subcommittee on Employment and
Housing (1986-1993), he focused attention on workplace
safety, violation of child labor laws, labor-management rela-
tions, enforcement of Federal labor laws, and potentially se-
rious shortfalls in the pension guaranty program.

ToMm LANTOS was a consistent advocate for effective gov-
ernment. He conducted major investigations into waste,
fraud, abuse, favoritism, and mismanagement at the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) during the
1980s, which revealed that top officials abused their posi-
tions by funneling lucrative HUD contracts to favored devel-
opers with political connections at the expense of the poor
whom programs were intended to help. The administration
was compelled to appoint a special prosecutor to bring crimi-
nal cases against the abusers, which resulted in guilty find-
ings in 16 cases. The respected journal, Congressional Quar-
terly (July 1, 1989), called the investigation “bipartisan, yet
still relentless.”

As ranking Democratic member of the International Rela-
tions Committee of the House of Representatives (2001
2006), he took the lead in a number of bipartisan efforts for
American foreign policy. He introduced several bills, which
were included in H.R. 1646, the International Relations Au-
thorization legislation—the East Timor Transition to Inde-
pendence Act (H.R. 675) and the Tibetan Policy Act (H.R.
1779). His Russia Democracy Act (H.R. 2121), which became
law, focuses on sharpening U.S. laws and programs to foster
democratic development in Russia. In addition, he was the
lead sponsor of the Afghan Freedom Support Act (H.R. 3994)
to provide assistance for democratic reforms following the
U.S. overthrow of the Taliban regime in late 2001 and early
2002. An amendment to that legislation (approved in the
House by a vote of 407 to 4) expressed concern about the se-
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curity situation in Afghanistan and required that the Presi-
dent report to the Congress on the administration’s strategy
for meeting the security needs of Afghanistan.

He led the fight in Congress for the United States to rejoin
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO). His efforts resulted in the President’s
announcement in September 2002 that the United States
would rejoin this important international organization.

He was appointed by the President to serve as a member
of the U.S. delegation to the U.N. General Assembly (1995—
1996).

Following the fall of the Berlin Wall, he was a leader in
developing policies to respond to the post-cold war changes
in the international arena, in particular shaping U.S. policies
and programs to encourage democratic and free market de-
velopment in the republics of the former Soviet Union and
the newly independent countries of Central Europe.

As chairman of the Subcommittee on International Secu-
rity, International Organizations and Human Rights (1993—
1995), ToMm LANTOS conducted 50 congressional hearings on
U.N. activities, international arms control and nonprolifera-
tion policies, terrorism, international narcotics control and
law enforcement efforts, and human rights issues.

ToMm LANTOS was founding cochairman of the bipartisan
Congressional Human Rights Caucus, which focuses congres-
sional attention on human rights violations around the
world. The caucus membership includes 210 Members of
Congress. He was a leading advocate for human rights in the
Congress, calling attention to literally thousands of indi-
vidual cases of torture, denial of rights, and official abuse.
He was a spokesperson for the rights of persecuted racial, re-
ligious, and ethnic minorities.

When he became chairman of the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs, ToM used his position to advance a policy
characterized by cooperation, engagement, and diplomacy.
ToM was particularly focused on issues of human rights and
advocated ceaselessly on behalf of oppressed peoples. Tom’s
efforts were instrumental in guiding and improving Amer-
ican diplomacy throughout the world.

ToM was a member of the U.S. congressional delegation to
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, cochairman of the U.S.
congressional delegation for the Transatlantic Legislative
Dialogue, a member of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council,
and cochairman of the Congressional Task Force Against
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Anti-Semitism. He also founded the Congressional Friends of
Animals Caucus.

ToMm’s experiences in the Holocaust and afterward were in-
cluded in the Academy Award winning documentary “The
Last Days” produced by Steven Spielberg’s Shoah Founda-
tion. The film deals with the Holocaust in Hungary, and
traces the lives of five survivors. TOM LANTOS is one of the
five who is highlighted in the film.

ToMm and Annette Lantos were married for over 50 years.
They are the parents of two daughters—Annette Tillemann-
Dick and Katrina Swett. Annette is married to Timber Dick,
an independent businessman in Denver, CO, and they are
the parents of 11 children. Katrina is married to Dick Swett,
a former Member of Congress from New Hampshire and the
former U.S. Ambassador to Denmark. They are the parents
of seven children.

[x]
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Proceedings in the House of
Representatives

TUESDAY, February 12, 2008

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. ... My deepest sym-
pathies to Annette Lantos, the Lantos family, staff, and con-
stituents on the death of Chairman Tom LANTOS. He lived
to see Hungary, his birthplace, become a thriving free mar-
ket democracy.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. ... Mr. Speaker, as we look at H.
Res. 909 [commemorating Haitian soldiers], I want to give
my sincere thanks to the Committee on Foreign Affairs for
bringing this resolution to the floor, and especially shed light
on Chairman LANTOS for his making sure that this resolu-
tion made it through the process. And he will be forever
missed here in this body. And hopefully his memory will
continue on, not only on the committee, but here in Con-
gress. ...

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, as dean of the California
delegation, it is my sad responsibility to make the formal an-
nouncement to the House of Representatives about yester-
day’s passing of our good friend and colleague, ToM LANTOS
of California.

I ask that we observe a moment of silence to honor ToM’s
legacy of service to his constituents, the House of Represent-
atives, and the people around the world for whom he sought
human rights. He will be sorely missed.

The SPEAKER. Members will please rise and observe a
moment of silence in memory of our esteemed colleague, the
Honorable Tom LANTOS.

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I offer a privileged resolu-
tion and ask for its immediate consideration.
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows:

[3]
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H. REs. 975

Resolved, That the House has heard with profound sorrow of the death
of the Honorable Tom LANTOS, a Representative from the State of Cali-
fornia.

Resolved, That a committee of such Members of the House as the Speaker
may designate, together with such Members of the Senate as may be joined,
be appointed to attend the funeral.

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House be authorized and di-
rected to take such steps as may be necessary for carrying out the provi-
sions of these resolutions and that the necessary expenses in connection
therewith be paid out of applicable accounts of the House.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate and
transmit a copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the House adjourns today, it adjourn as a further
mark of respect to the memory of the deceased.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Cali-
fornia is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that my distinguished colleague from California (Mr. Dreier)
have half of my time to manage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from California?
There was no objection.

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
Speaker, the gentlewoman from California (Ms. Pelosi).

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding. I thank him for the formal notification of the Con-
gress that he presented earlier to the House of Representa-
tives, and thank him for bringing us this opportunity to ex-
press our sadness over the passing of our colleague, Tom
LANTOS.

Madam Speaker and my colleagues, yesterday morning
when I received the very sad news of Chairman LANTOS’
passing, that call was followed very quickly by a call from
the President of the United States expressing to me as
Speaker, but through me to each and every one of you, his
sadness over ToM’s passing and his words of praise for ToMm
LANTOS’ leadership. I told the President how appreciative I
knew we would all be of his kind words and that I would
convey them to this House of Representatives.

Madam Speaker, you know that the House, not only the
House, the Congress, the country, has lost one of its most
talented leaders, and the world, indeed the world, has lost
one of its greatest champions for human rights with the

[4]
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passing of Chairman Tom LANTOS. He was a statesman, he
was a gentleman, and he will be deeply missed.

As the only Holocaust survivor ever elected to Congress,
Tom LANTOS devoted his public life to shining a bright light
on the dark corners of oppression. From his earliest days in
the House, when he founded with Congressman John Porter
the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, to his final days as
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, he used his pow-
erful voice to stir the consciousness of world leaders and the
public alike.

Because he had lost his mother and so much of his family
in the Holocaust, his wife, Annette, his two daughters, An-
nette and Katrina, his grandchildren and great-grand-
children were the center of his universe.

Madam Speaker, I told some of our colleagues earlier that
ToMm and Annette were a team in every way. Whether it was
establishing the Human Rights Caucus or working together
for the benefit of his district and our country, they were a
team. And all who knew ToM knew how devoted he was to
his family and to Annette, whom he adored. They worked as
a team, bringing great intellect, experience, and compassion
to their outstanding work in public service.

Annette was alone after the Holocaust as well, and when
they married, they had two daughters, Annette and Katrina,
who produced this wonderful family of 18 grandchildren.
Two daughters, 18 grandchildren. They said to their parents,
you lost your families in the Holocaust. We are bringing to
you a new family. And how proud ToMm was for all of that.

Having lived the worst evil known to mankind, Tom LAN-
TOS translated his experience into a lifetime commitment to
the fight against anti-Semitism, for Holocaust education, and
commitment to the State of Israel.

ToM LANTOS was not only a champion of human rights, he
was an expert on foreign affairs and diplomacy and the secu-
rity of our country. He had a rare combination of extraor-
dinary knowledge, great wisdom, extraordinary skill and
judgment, and a great moral compass.

He rallied us to the cause of defending basic human free-
dom within the borders of the most powerful countries and
in the most remote places in the world. He stood tall in the
sometimes lonely fight for the people of China and Tibet. I
was proud that we had the opportunity to work together,
with the President of the United States in a bipartisan way,
to honor the people of Tibet by presenting the Congressional
Gold Medal to the Dalai Lama last year. ToMm, along with

[5]
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Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen, were coauthors of that legis-
lation. Thank you, Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen.

He fought to end the genocide in Darfur and recently
helped enact legislation to crack down on the Sudanese re-
gime. He worked to strengthen sanctions against the mili-
tary junta in Burma and worked for the release of Aung San
Suu Kyi. In just his first year as chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, Congressman LANTOS also helped enact the
9/11 Commission recommendations to better protect the
American people.

Throughout his nearly three decades in the House, ToMm
LaNTOS always used his experience and intellect to empower
the powerless and give voice to the voiceless throughout the
world.

Here at home, ToM LANTOS championed working families.
Working families had no better friend in the Congress of the
United States than ToM LANTOS, and he was a strong leader
in protecting our family for the future.

He also authored key provisions of our landmark energy
bill, which the President signed into law. Thanks to Towm
LaNTOS, that law includes provisions that will help the
United States assume a greater leadership role in the world
to fight climate change.

He will long be remembered for his efforts to expand and
protect the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, which is
one of the Nation’s most visited national parks and a treas-
ure for Bay Area residents. I had the privilege of serving
with ToM as we shared representation of the city of San
Francisco, and it was one of the privileges of my service in
Congress to work with him on behalf of the people of San
Francisco.

Congressman LANTOS was also well known for his strong
support of infrastructure improvements, including the expan-
sion of BART service and other mass transit solutions.
Though his leadership was felt around the world, he always
remained a fierce advocate for his constituents in the 12th
Congressional District.

ToMm LANTOS called himself an American by choice. Amer-
ica is a stronger Nation, a more caring Nation, a Nation
more true to its founding ideals, because ToM LANTOS chose
to call this land his home.

My thoughts and prayers are with Annette, dear Annette,
their daughters Katrina and Annette, his 18 grandchildren,
and his great-grandchildren. I hope it is a comfort to them

[ 6]
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that so many people throughout the entire world mourn
their loss and are praying for them at this sad time.

Goodbye, ToM, my friend. It was an honor to call you col-
league, a privilege to serve with you, and a joy to be your
friend.

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, ToM will be remembered as
a passionate advocate for human rights around the world
and a strong voice for better schools and a cleaner environ-
ment. The obituaries and my colleagues tonight will fill in
many details and have much praise for the wonderful job
that ToM did in his period here. I just tried to pick out a few
things that he will be remembered for.

As the Speaker mentioned, he worked to give a voice to the
voiceless in Burma, Tibet, wherever oppression raised its
ugly head. In Congress, as in life, he was a doer, a leader,
a fighter. Two years ago, ToM was arrested in front of the
Sudanese Embassy for protesting the genocide in Darfur.

He swam every morning at 5:30 until recently. He was a
man who enjoyed and lived life to its fullest.

As has been mentioned, he is survived by a large and won-
derful family he loved, and they loved him. Without saying,
our sympathy goes to Tom’s wife and childhood sweetheart,
Annette, their two daughters, Annette and Katrina, and
their many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

To appreciate all that ToM accomplished, we ought to
think a little bit about his life before joining us here in Con-
gress. He grew up in Hungary and survived Nazi labor
camps. He arrived in the United States in 1947 on an aca-
demic scholarship. And at Customs, you think it is a problem
to take off your shoes now, at Customs he was greeted and
they immediately confiscated his only possession, a Hun-
garian salami. So they were as thorough then as they are
now.

He married Annette in 1950, and he also received bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in economics and then moved on
to San Francisco. He received those at the University of
Washington in Seattle. He moved to San Francisco and
began a 30-year career teaching economics at San Francisco
State. In 1953, he received a Ph.D. in economics from the
University of California at Berkeley.

ToMm was elected in 1980. Three years later he cofounded
the Congressional Human Rights Caucus.

Last month he announced to us that he had been diag-
nosed with cancer and would not seek reelection. In that an-
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nouncement he said, “I will never be able to express fully my
profoundly felt gratitude to this great country.”

Similarly, this House and our country will never be able
to fully express our gratitude for Tom’s decades of service.
He will be missed by his colleagues, constituents, family, and
the people whose basic human rights he fought for every
day.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the bal-
ance of my time be controlled by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. Berman).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from California?
There was no objection.

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Madam Speaker, as is very evident, this is a sad day and
evening for the House of Representatives, and, of course, the
Lantos family, and for all of the American people and all
who are lovers of freedom.

“Tom LANTOS devoted his life to shining a bright light on
the dark corners of oppression.” That was a quote from
Speaker Pelosi in her official statement in responding to the
tragic news of TOM’s passing.

I am going to quote Speaker Pelosi once again, Madam
Speaker. “Tom LANTOS devoted his life to shining a bright
light on the dark corners of oppression.”

We have heard that Tom LANTOS is the lone survivor of
the Holocaust to ever serve in the Congress of the United
States. We know of his tremendous accomplishments. We
know the fact that 58 years ago this coming June he and An-
nette were married. And we know that he had an absolutely
wonderful family.

His two daughters did provide those 18 grandchildren and
2 great-grandchildren, and I have to say that I personally
have had the opportunity to spend time with all of them. The
reason is that I am one of Annette and Tom’s neighbors here
on Capitol Hill, and we always knew when the Lantos house-
hold was filled over at Justice Court, because kids were run-
ning around all over that area, and it was such a wonderful
thing.

When I heard the Speaker say today what ToM’s daugh-
ters said to him, the fact that he lost his family in the Holo-
caust would lead them to provide him with a family that he
no longer had, obviously they did. I have known of no parent
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or grandparent to be prouder of their children and grand-
children than Annette and ToM LANTOS have been of their
wonderful family, and having heard Speaker Pelosi’s words,
I now have an even greater understanding of the importance
of the role that Annette and Katrina played in providing
them with that family.

I read this morning in the paper that just last week the
Prime Minister of Hungary was scheduled to present Tom
with the highest honor that Hungary bestows on anyone;
and, sadly, he was too ill to receive that honor. But we know
that ToM regularly described himself as one who was born
Hungarian, but was American by choice; and I think that
underscores the extraordinary importance of immigration
and the great importance of what it is that has made the
United States of America as great as it is.

I am the first Republican to stand up but I am going to
be turning this over to the distinguished ranking member on
the Committee on Foreign Affairs in just a few minutes, but
as the first Republican to stand up, I have to say that one
of the greatest things about ToM LANTOS is that he regularly
transcended political party. He was known for the wonderful
working relationship that he had with the former chairman
of his committee who, as we all know, passed away sadly last
year, our colleague Henry Hyde.

And I regularly, as a member of the Rules Committee, had
the opportunity to see Henry Hyde and ToM LANTOS come
together, arm in arm, working together on behalf of a very
positive foreign policy for the United States. Now don’t get
me wrong, there were more than a few occasions, especially
in the last couple of years, where there was disagreement be-
tween Henry Hyde and ToM LANTOS. But time and time
again, both men demonstrated their extraordinary patriotism
and their commitment to the greatness of the United States
of America.

On January 2, just last month, our friend ToM announced
that he would not be running for reelection. Of course, he
had gotten the news of his illness. And in that statement an-
nouncing his retirement, Madam Speaker, he said:

It is only in the United States that a penniless survivor of the Holocaust
and fighter in the anti-Nazi underground could have received an education,
raised a family, and had the privilege of serving the last three decades of
his life as a Member of the United States Congress. I will never be able to
express fully my profoundly felt gratitude to this great country.

Madam Speaker, I think like most of the people who are
here in this Chamber at this moment, we were born here;
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and people who were born here can have a tendency to take
the greatness of the United States of America for granted.
But I will say that ToMm LANTOS demonstrated fully, through
every single aspect of his life, the profound appreciation that
an immigrant has for something that many of us who are na-
tive born have a tendency to take for granted. I regularly
fight against that, and seeing someone like ToM LANTOS has
played a big role in inspiring me. I know there are other
great immigrants who serve in this Congress and obviously
in this country as well. I think that his life underscores that.

As T look over and see our distinguished majority leader,
Mr. Hoyer, I am reminded of the great work that he did on
the Helsinki Commission and, as has been stated on the
issues that Mr. Stark raised, environment and other issues.
But when it came to fighting on behalf of human rights, in
1983 Annette Lantos became the volunteer director of the
Human Rights Caucus because of her extraordinary commit-
ment to that cause. And, obviously, it was led by Tom
through these so many years.

And I will just say that for me, personally, I was elected
with Tom in November 1980, 28 years ago this coming No-
vember; and this is a professional loss, but obviously for so
many of us, a very profound personal loss. I want to say to
all of the family members how much I have appreciated the
friendship. Our thoughts and prayers are with them. The
world is a better place, the world clearly is a better place for
the life of ToMm LANTOS.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the balance of my time, and ask
unanimous consent that my colleague from Florida (Ms. Ros-
Lehtinen) be able to manage the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from California?
There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I am pleased and honored
to yield to our majority leader 1 minute.

Mr. HOYER. I thank my friend for yielding. This is a sad
day not only for this institution, for those of us who were
ToM’s friends, clearly for his family, but it is a sad day for
our country. ToM LANTOS had a backbone of steel and a
heart of commitment, compassion, and courage.

David Dreier just mentioned my service on the Helsinki
Commission. As chairman of that body for the House, with
my friend Chris Smith, we shared responsibility for focusing
on the human rights of people, particularly within the Euro-
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pean theater and particularly in the Soviet Union, and we
worked very hard at that. But no Member of this body has
been a stronger voice, a more compelling voice for the rights
of individuals, whatever their background, wherever they
lived, and whatever the excuse was for acting against them
or undermining their rights. When ToM spoke, especially on
matters dealing with human rights, America’s role in the
world, the importance of confronting and defeating dictato-
rial regimes, both the left and right, his words contained a
moral clarity and intellectual gravity that was seldom
matched.

Those of us who had an opportunity to be with ToM when
we met with people from around the world knew that Tom
LaNnTOS would be candid, diplomatic, but certain in his mes-
sage. ToM, quite simply, was a man of great substance, an
immigrant to America, like so many immigrants before him
and after, but few matching his contribution to our great
country.

Speaker Pelosi indicated that ToM referred to himself as
an American by choice. He was a great humanitarian. His
remarkable life serves as an inspiration to all of us, to his
family, and to his country. He was an indomitable spirit. His
life story of course is well known, and I will not repeat it
here. Others will talk more specifically.

Last month, ToM was unable to attend the United Nations
Annual Commemoration of the Holocaust. However, his
daughter Katrina, married to one of our colleagues, Dick
Swett, delivered his remarks, which called on the inter-
national community to “dedicate ourselves to stopping cur-
rent tragedies such as the genocide in Darfur, and to pre-
venting such inhuman cruelty in the future.”

Tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands, millions around
this globe have lost an extraordinary voice for them, individ-
ually and collectively.

ToM went on to note that the “veneer of civilization is
paper thin.” That is a lesson for all of us. We know that the
mob can be uncaring of human rights, of individuals. Tom
LanTOSs focused on that issue when he said that veneer is
very thin. John Lewis, another great humanitarian and
champion of individual rights and civil liberties said, “We
are its guardians, and we can never rest.” Not only did he
say that, but he lived his life without rest for those he saw
beleaguered.

Until his last day on this Earth, Tom LANTOS never rested
because of what he had seen and experienced. He was an in-
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defatigable advocate for human rights and human decency.
And now with his passing it falls to us to honor his enduring
legacy, not just by speaking on this floor of what he did, but
committing ourselves to continue his advocacy for liberty and
human rights.

There is no more fitting tribute to this wonderful man who
lived a wonderful life marked by hardship, tragedy, and also
triumph, and who now is at rest in God’s hands.

Madam Speaker, I especially want to speak of Annette.
You cannot speak of ToM LANTOS without speaking of An-
nette. I don’t know of any couple that I have ever met that
was in fact, as well as in marriage-ceremony verbiage, two
people who became one, kindred spirits born of equal experi-
ence, equally committed with a passion and a courage and
an untiring commitment on behalf of those who needed a
voice. Annette is with us still and, therefore, ToMm is with us
still. May we honor him, remember him, and hold high the
torch that he held so high, so successfully for so long.

God bless you, ToM LANTOS.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

As we gather in this hallowed place to honor the life and
work of our beloved colleague, ToM LANTOS, our sorrow at
the news of his death is tempered by our admiration for his
extraordinary contributions to our great country. An un-
failingly gracious and courageous man, TOM was recognized
by colleagues as a leader who left an enviable legacy of serv-
ice to our country. We were fortunate indeed to have known
him. Annette and the entire Lantos family have our heartfelt
condolences.

ToM and Annette’s heroic journey to America through ex-
traordinary adversity is well known to us all and is the topic
perhaps for a future biographer who can adequately capture
the tenor of life under the oppressive yolk of fascism during
those terrible times more than half a century ago.

ToM’s unsurpassed work as a champion of human rights
and for human dignity cannot be separated from his fiery
trials through which he passed as a young man.

His life bears witness to the endurance of the human spir-
it. As a colleague, TOM enjoyed the respect of his peers
across the political spectrum, because all of us admired him
as an ardent American patriot.

During our many meetings together, when we met with
foreign leaders here and abroad, his love of country was al-
ways evident. He understood an old truth that all of us
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would do well to relearn: united we stand, and divided we
fall.

To be sure, Tom could be a vehement critic of an adminis-
tration policy during House debate. But he would not hesi-
tate to remind a visiting group of European parliamentar-
ians to temper their criticism of U.S. policy or risk being la-
beled as hypocrites for their feeble resistance to genocide at
Auschwitz or at modern-day death camps in Sudan.

His defense of the national security policies would surprise
and perhaps rankle some, but not those of us who knew Tom
as an unbeatable foe of Communist tyranny.

All of us here tonight have so many stories to share about
Towm, about his life with Annette, and his vital work; and we
will surely honor him in the months ahead in other appro-
priate ways. It is fitting, though, that we honor the life of
this great patriot, for it was his work and his life that en-
riched us. So tonight, rather than merely mourn his passing,
let us thank God that ToMm lived among us and left such a
strong legacy for us to follow.

I often said to ToMm before our committee hearings that it
was a great testament to a wonderful Nation that two natu-
ralized citizens, witnesses to the evils of communism and op-
pression, would serve as chairman and ranking member of
the committee charged with developing and overseeing our
foreign policy efforts. And I cannot fully explain to Tom and
his family my deep gratitude to Tom for his service and for
his dedication.

And, Annette, our prayers are with you and your family.
And how odd to say, as Mr. Hoyer pointed out, how odd to
say “Annette” without saying “ToM and Annette,” for they
were a unit. Thank you, ToM. Godspeed, my friend.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to recognize
for 2 minutes the gentleman from New York (Mr. Nadler).

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that I rise today
in support of this resolution. Like all of my colleagues, I was
deeply saddened to learn that our good friend, the distin-
guished gentleman from California, ToMm LANTOS, had passed
away. And he was our good friend, unfailingly courteous and
kind and helpful to all.

ToM has left an inspiring legacy, and his passing is a great
loss to our country and to the entire world. Throughout his
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life, Tom devoted himself to human rights and to the cause
of persecuted racial, religious, and ethnic minorities. As a
survivor of the Holocaust, and the only survivor ever to serve
in Congress, he had seen first hand real evil, and he became
a tireless advocate for human rights.

As a youth, he was a member of the anti-Nazi under-
ground, and his life’s work was built on opposing anti-Semi-
tism and all forms of racism and oppression and attempted
genocide, and on supporting Israel, the country that emerged
as the haven for the survivors and refugees from the Holo-
caust.

Congressman LANTOS once said, “I will never be able to ex-
press fully my profoundly felt gratitude to this great coun-
try.” But it is this Nation that will never be able to express
adequately its gratitude to this great man. His life and devo-
tion to human rights should serve as an inspiration to us all.

My thoughts and prayers, our thoughts and prayers, and
those of a grateful Nation, are with Annette and with the
rest of Tom’s family and friends during this sad time. And
in this hour of bereavement, as we mourn the loss of this
great man, what can we finally say other than to thank God
for ToM’s life and work, and to repeat that ancient refrain,
“The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name
of the Lord.”

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I yield such time
as he may consume to the gentleman from New dJersey (Mr.
Smith), a member of our Foreign Affairs Committee, and
someone who worked so closely with Chairman LANTOS on
human rights issues worldwide.

Mr. SMITH of New dJersey. Madam Speaker, I want to
thank my good friend and colleague from Florida for her
yielding and for her very eloquent remarks, and for all of the
fine statements that have been made on behalf of Chairman
Tom LANTOS.

Madam Speaker, as I think we all know, Chairman LAN-
TOS was one of the most gifted, articulate, smart, persuasive,
and compassionate, and, I would add, courageous Members
of Congress ever to serve. Over the years, I, like so many
other colleagues here in this Chamber, got to know and
deeply respect and honor this great man. We traded places
as chairman and ranking member of the International
Human Rights Subcommittee and worked seamlessly on
North Korea, Sudan, human trafficking, child labor, Jewish
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refuseniks, and China, just to name a few of the very dif-
ficult issues that were confronted.

In the 1980s, Mr. LANTOS played a significant role in dis-
mantling communism in Eastern Europe, including his na-
tive Hungary, as well as in the Soviet Union.

A Holocaust survivor, ToM LANTOS had a special, well-
focused empathy for those who suffered torture, degrading,
or inhumane treatment. He was especially vocal and deter-
mined when it came to liberating political prisoners, and was
a champion on behalf of the Dalai Lama and Burma’s Aung
San Suu Kyi.

Tom LANTOS was bold and he was incisive with both friend
and foe alike, more often I am happy to say with the latter.
In confronting dictatorship, he refused to allow the banalities
and excessive niceties of modern-day diplomacy to obscure
his clear and compelling message concerning freedom, de-
mocracy, and human rights.

On the issue of anti-Semitism, he had no equal. In the
days immediately prior to the infamous 9/11 attacks on
America, ToM LANTOS brilliantly defended both the United
States and Israel at the U.N. racism conference held in Dur-
ban, South Africa, a world conference that deteriorated into
an anti-Semitic hatefest. His insights and recommendations
are of particular importance and relevance as the United Na-
tions gears up for what is likely to be Durban II.

He wrote at the time:

For me, having experienced the horrors of the Holocaust first hand, this

was the most sickening and unabashed display of hate for Jews I have seen
since the Nazi period.

He went on, however, in a positive vein to say:

The United States must urge friendly Middle Eastern countries to recog-
nize the link between hate-mongering and violence. Arab states, meanwhile,
need to look deeply within themselves, analyze their missteps, cease the in-
flammatory lies, and embrace the path of openness and political reform, re-
alizing their citizens’ positive energy.

He went on to say:

We cannot defeat terrorism if our coalition partners continue to peddle the
hate that breeds it.

The cold war ended with the collapse of international communism, but in
the resulting vacuum, radical forces bent on spreading fundamentalist
ideologies have arisen, propelled by the very globalization developments
they often sustain. The U.N. World Conference on Racism provided the
world with a glimpse into the abyss of international hate, discrimination,
and indeed, racism. The terrorist attacks on September 11 demonstrated the
evil such hate can spawn. If we are to prevail in our war against terrorism,
we must take to heart the lessons of Durban.
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Vintage ToM LANTOS, and as always, a man who was al-
most like a prophet, speaking boldly, incisively, and with
great clarity. Finally, I want to say, Madam Speaker, that
my wife Marie and I will deeply miss our dear friend ToMm
LANTOS, and our prayers are with and for Annette and his
family at this most difficult period of time.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I recognize for 2% min-
utes ToM’s colleague, the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
Eshoo).

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I thank my colleague for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, and to all of the Members of the House,
I rise this evening with a sad heart. The first thing I want
to say is to offer my special condolences to Annette Lantos,
the love of Towm’s life, actually as has been said earlier this
morning, childhood sweethearts, to his 2 exceptional daugh-
ters, to his sons-in-law, 18 grandchildren and 2 great-grand-
children.

I have known Tom LANTOS for many decades, long before
I came to the House of Representatives. And I remember No-
vember 1980 where I think he was the only Democrat who
won in challenging a Republican. It was a real upset in the
12th Congressional District. And so tonight I am thinking
about the people of the 12th Congressional District because
they not only handed him a victory, he never forgot it, and
he used his public service to fulfill the great responsibility
and the charge that they gave to him.

Our congressional districts are next door to one another.
TowMm always said that he stood between the Speaker and my-
self because his congressional district was between ours.

ToM LANTOS was truly a gentleman. He was a gentleman
with old world manners. He was a scholar. He taught eco-
nomics. When he spoke, everyone knew he was scholarly,
and so the old term “a scholar and a gentleman” really be-
longed to ToM.

He was an immigrant, and I think, during these times
when immigrants are not fully appreciated, that ToM LAN-
TOS should remind us of what comes to this country in terms
of immigrants. He came here, as he said, penniless, but he
came here and brought his hopes and aspirations. Who
would have thought when ToM LANTOS came through Cus-
toms and the Immigration Service that he would one day
come to the House of Representatives and, in the day after
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he died, that all of these accolades that he so is deserving
of would be said about him.

A poet wrote, “And so he passed on, and then all the trum-
pets sounded on the other side.” God rest your soul, Tom.
Thank you for what you have given to America and thank
you for what you did in the House of Representatives. Thank
you for what you did for the people of the 12th Congressional
District. We are forever grateful.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I am proud to
yield such time as she may consume to the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Mrs. Biggert) to share her thoughts about our
beloved friend, ToM LANTOS.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, I thank the gentlelady
for yielding to me.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to say goodbye to a good man
and a cherished colleague. Chairman LANTOS was one of
those most respected and distinguished Members of the U.S.
House of Representatives, and he will be missed.

During his 14 terms in this body he championed the
causes of people everywhere who face oppression and cruelty.
Through his leadership of both the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and the Human Rights Caucus, he guided U.S. policy
with morality and integrity.

As I listened to Ms. Eshoo, she used the same words as 1
would say of him. He was truly a gentleman, one of those
rare breeds of old world statesmen who brings clarity and re-
spect to our national debate. And while he was indeed an ac-
complished speaker, Chairman LANTOS inspired not only by
his words but by his own personal story. I think we will all
remember him standing here in this Chamber, straight rail
posture, and saying “after you, my dear,” always the gen-
tleman.

From his tragic experiences in the Nazi camps to his rise
in Congress, he showed how one truly remarkable individual
can overcome the worst sort of tyranny and achieve great
things.

So to Chairman LANTOS™ wife and daughters and grand-
children and great-grandchildren, I send my thoughts and
prayers. We can all take comfort in the fact that he had a
full life with a legacy that will never be forgotten.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Lewis), the distinguished chief
deputy whip.
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I rise with a
heavy heart to pay tribute to our friend and colleague, Tom
LANTOS, this good and decent man, an American by choice,
but a citizen of the world. He was a warrior for human
rights, a warrior for justice and fairness. He spoke up and
he spoke out for people around the world.

Madam Speaker, the world community has lost a powerful
voice for human rights and for human dignity.

How do you honor a man? How do you pay tribute to a
man like Tom LANTOS? We could name buildings, streets,
schools, post offices, but the best way for us to honor Tom
LANTOS is to pick up where he left off, continue to fight for
human rights, continue to fight for peace, continue to build
a world community at peace with itself.

TowM, thank you for all you did to make us all free. We will
miss you my friend, my colleague, my brother.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I yield as much
time as he may consume to the ranking member of the
Armed Services Committee, Mr. Hunter, a member of the
California delegation who worked so closely with Chairman
LANTOS on a range of issues.

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I can’t match the eloquent
statements about ToMm that have been made by my col-
leagues; but I thought I might share just a few thoughts that
came to my mind, not only today, but every day that I saw
ToM LANTOS.

First, he was a guy of extreme competence. And if you
wanted to get to the heart of a matter quickly, and you
wanted to probe a situation in foreign affairs quickly, or a
matter of national policy, and you had a national leader,
international leader in front of you, and ToM LANTOS was
asking questions, he did a great cross-examination. He
brought the facts out very quickly. But, you know, lots of
people can do that.

There were some special qualities that Tom LANTOS had
that reflected and illuminated his life and always impressed
me every time I saw him. One was his great dignity. He
walked in dignity. And it wasn’t a pride; it wasn’t an ego-
tistical thing. It was a respect for his fellow man that ema-
nated from him and seemed to illuminate the room when he
walked in, when he took his place, when he asked questions,
and when he worked on these important issues of the day.

He was a man of great principle. And, Madam Speaker, 1
think that it must surprise many folks who watch this,
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watch the leadership in this Nation, and look at this Capitol,
look at this body, in this city, where so much talent is fo-
cused on powerful national interests, that we have leaders
like ToM LANTOS, perhaps the finest leaders, the ones with
the greatest talents, who focus those talents not on powerful
interests or the protection of those interests, but, in fact, on
the interests of those who have no station, who have no
money, and in many cases have no hope.

I think that’s a great trademark of this Nation and certain
special leaders, like ToM LANTOS, that gives this country re-
spect from those around the world, not just people who live
in places of power or who occupy places of power in foreign
governments, but all those around the world. The world
looks at this American forum of leadership and governance
in Washington, DC, and sees people like ToMm LANTOS, per-
haps tough to figure out in many ways, but when it got right
down to it, people throughout the world understood that in
this country, the dignity, the value of human beings is still
very central to this wonderful country that we call America.

So it’s with a lot of sadness that I see ToM LANTOS, a guy
who came in the same year I came in, 1980, along with Mr.
Dreier, leave us. And I just hope that we all look at that
model now and again when we have tough and difficult
times, because the last great quality that Tom LANTOS had
was conciliation. You could have fierce fights on issues, and
yet he had that wonderful quality of being able to reconcile
with his adversaries and find common ground in the next
great issue that was before you.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. Slaughter).

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I want to say a word
about my friend, ToM LANTOS. I had the opportunity to trav-
el with ToM, and I served with him some 20 years here. Be-
lieve me, a giant of a man has fallen. As grief stricken as we
are here, we need to know that throughout the world tonight
there are people who were touched by ToM LANTOS in many
ways whose hearts are broken.

And to his beloved Annette, and to his daughters and fam-
ily that he loved so much, we give our great condolences and
our love forever.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to yield 2
minutes to ToM’s colleague from California, and the sub-
committee chair on the House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Congressman Brad Sherman.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, we're all deeply sad-
dened by the passing of Tom LANTOS. He not only made his-
tory here in Washington; he embodied history, having sur-
vived the Holocaust. And he didn’t just survive the Nazis; he
fought them in the anti-Nazi underground during World War
II. His personal history added to the gravitas of everything
he said and everything he did here in Washington. ToM was
our Nation’s most passionate, eloquent, and respected advo-
cate for human rights, for democracy, and for freedom. Tom
never bowed to political pressure in the face of any humani-
tarian atrocity.

As our friend Gary Ackerman pointed out, in a town with
too many sheep, ToM LANTOS was a lion, for Darfur, for
Tibet, wherever human rights were trampled. And of course
Tom LANTOS led the walkout in 2001 from the Durban,
South Africa U.N. conference when that conference degen-
erated into an anti-Semitic hatefest.

Madam Speaker, I came here as a tax professional expect-
ing to serve on the Ways and Means Committee someday.
And when that day arrived, ToMm LANTOS convinced me to
stay involved instead on the Foreign Affairs Committee. He
convinced me with his words, but more than that he con-
vinced me with his example. He was courteous, gracious, be-
yond what you expect; but more than that, he was pas-
sionate and he was eloquent. He was an example of what it
is to be a great advocate for human rights here in Congress.
He will indeed be missed, not only by Annette and the entire
Lantos family, but also by people around the world.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, we will continue
to reserve for two more speakers, and then we’ll recognize
Mr. Shays.

Mr. BERMAN. I am very pleased to yield 2 minutes,
Madam Speaker, to the gentlelady from California, ToM’s
colleague from California, Lois Capps.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, what a privilege it is to join
my colleagues today in paying tribute to our fellow Califor-
nian, the Honorable Tom LANTOS, who so wonderfully rep-
resented his constituents during his nearly three decades in
Congress.

As we know now, ToM LANTOS’ journey from Hungary to
the Halls of Congress was an extremely remarkable one. His
life told the story of the fulfillment of the American dream.
He embodied that dream and, equally important, he knew
not to take what America offered him for granted.
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Even as he rose to leadership, he continued to champion
the cause of human rights for oppressed people around the
world, his signature issue. He was fiercely loyal to those at-
tributes of this Nation, which had attracted him here to the
country where he chose to become a citizen.

Who among us will forget ToM LANTOS’ first action, becom-
ing chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, holding
some of his first hearings as chairman to address the human
rights violations occurring today in Darfur?

By never forgetting his own roots, he became an advocate
for all the lessons of humanity that we needed to learn from
the experiences of the Holocaust, never forgetting that he
served here as one who had survived that terrible tragedy
and dedicated, as he was, to seeing that it would never reoc-
cur.

He made sure that we all knew, and such a lesson I have,
that those who do not learn from history are doomed to re-
peat it.

I learned so much from my colleague, ToM LANTOS. I can
just see him sitting in his regular spot there. So our heartfelt
condolences are extended to Annette, to the children, to the
18 grandchildren, one of whom I had the privilege of hearing
as she testified to our Health Subcommittee, a beautiful
opera singer. TOM was so proud of her. She was courageous
enough to talk about her rare health condition.

We celebrate his life tonight dedicated to our commitment
to not letting his many achievements go unforgotten.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I yield 22 minutes to an-
other colleague of ToM’s from California, the gentlelady from
California, Barbara Lee.

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise this evening to honor the
courageous life of our dear friend and colleague, Chairman
ToM LANTOS.

I am deeply saddened by the loss of Chairman LANTOS,
and I would like to first offer my deepest condolences to An-
nette, his family, friends, and staff, and of course California’s
12th Congressional District.

And I have to thank Mrs. Lantos and Tom’s entire family
for sharing this great human being with the entire world.

Chairman LANTOS was an exceptional human being, and
we're hearing much of this tonight. But I've always said to
know him was to love him.

His life embodied the true meaning of courage and the
power of the human spirit. As the sole member of his family
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to survive the Holocaust, Chairman LANTOS made it his life’s
mission, and we all know it was his life’s mission, to fight
for the oppressed.

Throughout his years in Congress he fought tirelessly to
ensure human rights issues always had an important and
visible place within these Halls. And as the founder of the
Congressional Human Rights Caucus, he continually re-
minded us that combating injustice anywhere and every-
where in the world was not only the right thing to do, but
it was our duty as elected representatives of the people.

I had the privilege to work alongside this giant of a human
being on so many issues. As a former member of the Foreign
Affairs Committee for 8 years, we worked together on a
number of issues that we both cared passionately about, in-
cluding legislation to combat the global HIV/AIDS pandemic,
to end the genocide in Darfur, to address the needs of or-
phans and vulnerable children, and, of course, to end the oc-
cupation of Iraq.

And I will always remember the respect, and his wisdom
and his insight and his guidance, as he helped me navigate
the legislative process with the late Chairman Henry Hyde
on the HIV/AIDS legislation. I imagine that they are, at this
moment, renewing their wonderful friendship.

I will also miss our personal conversations, especially
about his grandchildren, my grandchildren, his great-grand-
children. He knew all of their names, and he knew all of
their birth dates.

Also, we have to remember TOM loved animals; his de-
ceased Gigi and of course now Mack. I mean, it was amazing
that this giant of a human being was such a gentle man.

I know that we must rededicate ourselves to Tom’s life.
His spirit is in us, and I will miss him. I will miss his love.
May he rest in peace.

What a gentleman.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to
yield such time as he may consume to Mr. Shays from Con-
necticut, a former member of our Peace Corps, who served,
along with his wife, a good team, just like ToM and Annette,
and who shared ToM’s faith in the human spirit, and a fight-
er for human rights as well.

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, as a new Member of Con-
gress, ToM LANTOS took me under his wings. He was my
chairman of the Labor and Health Subcommittee of the Gov-
ernment Reform Committee, and I was one of its most active
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members. I got to know this man up close, and I know no
one like him.

ToMm LANTOS adored his wife, Annette, his two magnificent
daughters, Annette and Katrina, and all of his glorious
grandchildren and now great-grandchildren. He simply
adored them all.

A Holocaust survivor, ToMm LANTOS could not be intimi-
dated by anyone. He was brilliant, passionate, courageous,
tough almost to the point, let’s face it, of being brutal, but
he was also kind, gentle, loving, and lots of fun. He had a
great sense of humor.

ToM was the most eloquent person I have ever known. It
was hard sometimes not to feel inadequate in his presence,
but the fact is, he would never have wanted you to feel that
way. He would always make me feel like the best was always
ahead of me and that I should think big thoughts.

He was a natural teacher. He taught by example and by
the questions he asked, and he expected you to grow and to
be a better person. That was your duty. And your duty, also,
was to be of service to others.

It is no secret that ToM and Annette were both, are both,
very strong-willed people. I marvel at how they were able to
be such a powerful team and raise such a truly unbelievable,
fantastic, magnificent family. They were, and are, an awe-
some couple.

ToMm LANTOS loved America. And yes, ToMm LANTOS adored
his wife Annette. He adored his two daughters, Annette and
Katrina, adored his grandchildren, adored his great-grand-
children. And you could be his friend if you were willing to
listen to him talk about all of his loved ones.

But woe be to any man that sought to marry his daughters
or his granddaughters. They were mere mortals. He expected
more for his daughters and granddaughters.

I would say his sons-in-law, his grandsons-in-law, are very
brave souls. Can you imagine going up to ToM and saying,
“I would like to marry your daughter”? That would take true
courage.

Now, granddaughters-in-law were another story. They
were deemed worthy. He embraced them immediately.

I hope, I truly hope and pray Congress finds a way to im-
mortalize this great man in important legislation that will
forever bear his name. We have Pell grants, and Fulbright
scholars. Those are names that I have heard almost all of my
life. ToMm LANTOS deserves to have this kind of recognition.
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ToMm LANTOS believed in smart power for this country. He
advocated a strong military, wise diplomacy, and strategic
use of economic power. But ToM wasn’t just a great man of
this Nation. He was a great man in this world.

Let me say it slightly differently. He is a great man of this
Nation. He is a great man of this world. His light will be for-
ever and we cannot forget him.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, this side has no
further requests for time, and I would like to offer our re-
maining time to the gentleman from California (Mr. Ber-
man).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, the gen-
tleman from California will control the balance of the time.
There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. I thank the gentlewoman very much for
doing that and appreciate her and all the comments of our
colleagues from that side of the aisle. I think they were a fit-
ting tribute to ToM and his bipartisan approach to foreign
affairs and to issues that go far beyond party divisions.

I am pleased to yield 2%2 minutes to another of ToM’s col-
leagues from California and the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, Ambassador Diane Watson.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I want to add my remarks
to those of my colleagues, but I have got some personal
things to tell you.

Yes, he had that compassionate spirit. His unwavering
concern for individual human rights and his deep knowledge
of the world were an inspiration to us all. I remember when
my predecessor passed away, I got a call at my Embassy say-
ing that if you should come to Congress, there is a place on
Foreign Affairs for you. I hadn’t even said I was going to
come. Well, the results were I did.

I sit with honor among my colleagues on Foreign Affairs.
I had the privilege to be trained at the State Department
twice with his son-in-law, one of those rare specimens of hu-
manity that he allowed to marry Katrina, his daughter. And
I said to Tom after Katrina in Louisiana, “I'm so sorry that
Katrina has to go around through life after this terrible, ter-
rible hurricane and present herself as ‘Katrina.’”

He said, “She’s strong like I am. She can survive.”

But I knew that when he called on me to lead the delega-
tion to Italy, something that he looked forward to every year
to continue our dialog with Great Britain, I knew something
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was not right, but that proud, distinguished, tall-standing
human being never uttered a word. And so I kind of knew
something was up.

When I got back, I said to him, “Thank you for the honor
of going to Portofino and leading the group in your place.”
He said, “Ambassador, you deserve that,” and never said an-
other word.

Then he called us together and he said, “Travel, learn
what is happening around this globe.” And that is what we
are doing. We are carrying on his legacy by learning the
world, knowing it the way he did.

We will certainly miss this giant of a human being.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I now yield 2 minutes to
the gentlelady from Florida (Ms. Wasserman Schultz).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam Speaker, with the
death of Congressman ToM LANTOS, the world lost an inspir-
ing leader who dedicated his life to religious freedom and
human rights.

Now, it has been noted that ToMm was the only Holocaust
survivor to serve in Congress, and I think it’s important to
note that with the sun setting on this generation of Ameri-
cans, he will very likely remain the only Holocaust survivor
to have served here.

His leadership and guidance served as the moral con-
science of America’s commitment to protecting human rights.
He lived the concept of “never again,” and he stood against
persecution all over the globe.

For me, I would like to get a little bit personal myself. As
a newer Member of Congress, I can tell you that since I got
here, ToM LANTOS always made me feel like my grandfather
was looking out for me. He always had a word of encourage-
ment, always made me feel good about myself. If I felt a lit-
tle shaky, I could turn to ToM, and he would tell me, “Honey,
it’s OK. Go out and just do your best. You are going to do
great.” He would always offer those words of encouragement.
So that was really an incredible feeling to have that kind of
support.

As a young Jewish American, I can tell you that we all be-
lieved that Representative LANTOS served as a role model for
what we want public service to be. His dedication to lifting
up oppressed people throughout the world serves as our per-
sonal inspiration. And I know that his service was a tremen-
dous source of pride for the Jewish community across this
country and for his constituents.
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I, and countless others, feel a deep sense of loss in his
passing, but we take solace in the knowledge that the world
is a better place because of this great individual.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to yield 2%
minutes to the gentleman representing the State that Tom

had such close connections to, the gentleman from New
Hampshire (Mr. Hodes).

Mr. HODES. Madam Speaker, it was with great sadness
that I learned of ToM LANTOS’ passing yesterday. As our col-
league and our friend, we knew him to be a man of incred-
ible courage and strength, a man who had overcome un-
imaginable adversity to serve as a voice for justice against
the dark forces of human evil.

ToM was born to Jewish parents in Hungary. He was 16
when Hitler’s army marched in to occupy his birth country
in 1944, and he tragically lost much of his family in the Hol-
ocaust. ToM courageously escaped from forced labor camps
not once, but twice.

Here in Congress, he rose to the chairmanship of the For-
eign Relations Committee with the unique perspective and
the power of real moral authority. Promoting human rights
for all is a part of his lasting legacy. Those who follow Tom
LANTOS in that cause have a high bar to match.

ToMm and his beloved wife, Annette, were blessed with a
wonderful and extraordinarily talented family, including my
dear friend, his daughter, Dr. Katrina Swett, TOM’s son-in-
law, Ambassador Dick Swett, our former colleague who held
the seat I now hold. They and their family are my neighbors
in my home State of New Hampshire. ToM was a frequent
visitor to the Granite State, a remarkably devoted father,
mentor, grandfather, and great-grandfather. He was a patri-
arch in the best sense of the word, and on behalf of all of
New Hampshire’s citizens, we mourn TOM’s passing as one
of our own.

I am honored to have served with such a remarkable and
accomplished individual. He was the first Member of Con-
gress to welcome me when I arrived. He was an inspiration
to me.

My thoughts and prayers are with his family during this
time. I know they will take solace in the lasting legacy that
their beloved husband, father, grandfather, and great-grand-
father left us.

He showed us that even in the darkest corners of the
human experience, one strong, clear voice, one irrepressible
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beacon of light can stand as an unwavering candle whose
flame will never go out.
Thank you, ToMm.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I yield 2%2 minutes to the
gentlelady from Texas (Ms. Jackson-Lee).

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam Speaker, so many of
us have risen and expressed how heavy our heart is tonight.
Those of us who served on the Foreign Affairs Committee
with the late Chairman ToM LANTOS see every day, as we
come into that room, his regalness, his royalty, but yet his
humbleness. We also get to see the family, his wonderful
staff, and his lovely and solid friend, bride, wife, and enor-
mously important person, his wife, Annette.

I got to see them working together. I saw ToM’s passion
in the committee room. He was not afraid of hard issues, and
I am so proud to have been able to join him as a member
of his Human Rights Caucus and to serve in his absence on
a number of occasions when we talked about the abuse of
children around the world or the abuse and the violence
against women around the world.

ToMm was a fighter. We know that as the only Holocaust
victim and survivor to have come to this place. He talked un-
wavering about human rights and the standing up against
despots, and he never feared in doing so. The Human Rights
Caucus became part of him. When you saw ToMm walking,
you knew he exuded a fight for human rights.

He also was concerned that we continue to fight in this
Congress against oppressive regimes. So even though there
are advocates for China and Russia, Burma, and certainly
there is constant opposition from the Sudanese Government,
he never wavered on Darfur. You heard someone say he was
even arrested.

I've been proud to stand with him on these fights.

He led the fight to end wartime sex slavery by the mili-
tary; another resolution recognizing the massacre of Arme-
nians by the Ottoman Empire as genocide; and, yes, he held
hearings condemning Internet giant Yahoo!’s complicity with
Chinese oppression of dissidents. And I tell you, he didn’t
worry about whether that was a constituent; he only worried
about human rights.

Thank you, ToMm, for letting us know your family. I met his
daughter, Katrina, and Dick in New Hampshire. What a
wonderful spirit they had. I am certainly saddened by his
loss, but the fighter he was should live in us.
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ToM, rest in peace. May God bless you. We fight on with
you.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Res. 975, “expressing the condolences
of the House of Representatives on the death of the Honor-
able ToM LANTOS,” and to express my profound sadness upon
the passing of my extremely distinguished colleague.

Madam Speaker, it is with deep sadness that I mourn the
passing of my colleague Congressman ToM LANTOS. Chair-
man LANTOS was an extraordinary leader, a man who dem-
onstrated, by his life, that one individual truly can make a
difference. As the only Holocaust survivor ever to serve in
Congress, Congressman LANTOS brought a moral voice to
Washington, and he relentlessly drew U.S. attention to those
suffering throughout the world. It has been my extreme
honor and privilege to serve on the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, under Chairman LANTOS’ leadership.

Since he was elected to Congress in 1980, Congressman
LaNTOS has used his position in Congress to combat viola-
tions of fundamental human rights. Almost immediately fol-
lowing his election, Congressman LANTOS established the
Congressional Human Rights Caucus, which, for over two
decades, has focused congressional attention on struggles
against oppressive regimes and human suffering across the
globe, including in China, Russia, Burma, and Darfur. I have
been proud to stand beside him, as a member of the Congres-
sional Human Rights Caucus, and I know my colleagues
share my commitment to ensuring that his work here in
Washington continues.

As a fierce advocate of human rights, he continually
pressed the Bush administration to take steps to prevent the
state-sanctioned massacre and rape of hundreds of thou-
sands of people in Sudan’s Darfur region. On April 28, 2006,
I was honored to stand side by side with Congressman LAN-
TOS and protest the role of the Sudanese Government in car-
rying out genocide in the Darfur conflict.

As chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Con-
gressman LANTOS did not shy away from controversial
issues. Under his leadership, the committee passed a resolu-
tion calling on the Japanese Government to apologize for
wartime sex slavery by its military, and another resolution
recognizing the massacre of Armenians by the Ottoman Em-
pire as genocide. He has brought landmark anti-trafficking
legislation before the committee, held hearings condemning
Internet giant Yahoo!’s complicity with the Chinese suppres-
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sion of dissidents, and, tomorrow, the committee is scheduled
to consider a groundbreaking reauthorization of the PEPFAR
global AIDS relief program.

Congressman LANTOS was a truly courageous man, and a
true leader for our Nation. His legacy is best expressed in
his own words:

It is only in the United States that a penniless survivor of the Holocaust
... could have received an education, raised a family and had the privilege
of serving the last three decades of his life as a Member of Congress. I will
never be able to express fully my profoundly felt gratitude to this great
country.

I offer my condolences to the family of Congressman LAN-
TOS: his wife Annette; his 2 daughters, Annette and Katrina,
and 18 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren. I also join
with other Members of Congress in mourning the passing of
an extraordinary person, leader and colleague.

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting this resolution, and in recognizing our dis-
tinguished colleague.

REp. ToM LANTOS (D-CA) DIES

Rep. Tom LaNTOS (D-CA), an important voice for Tibetan freedom, died
today at the age of 80. He had served 14 terms in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Born into a Jewish family in Budapest, Hungary, he twice escaped from
a forced labor camp in Szob during the Nazi occupation of his country. The
second time, he was sheltered by Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg. After
the Soviet army liberated Hungary, he discovered that his parents and most
of his family had been killed during the occupation.

The only Holocaust survivor ever to serve in Congress, Rep. LANTOS was
chairman of the United States House Committee on Foreign Affairs. He was
also co-chairman and founder of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus,
a group dedicated to raising awareness about human rights violations
around the world.

Rep. LANTOS was a tireless supporter of the Tibetan independence move-
ment and His Holiness the Dalai Lama. His contributions are too numerous
to count, so I'll point you to one of the most recent: his speech in San Fran-
cisco for the 2007 Tibetan Uprising Day. He also joined Richard Gere and
Robert A.F. Thurman in talking about his friendship with and admiration
for His Holiness as part of A&E Biography’s 1997 documentary Dalai Lama:
Soul of Tibet. In addition, Rep. LANTOS was the driving force behind the
awarding of the Congressional Gold Medal to His Holiness last year. When
the House of Representatives ultimately voted to give His Holiness the
honor, he said:

“In his quiet but persistent way, His Holiness the Dalai Lama has devoted
his life to asserting the Tibetan people’s rights, lifting their spirits and up-
holding their dignity. By his humble personal example, through his prolific
writings and in his addresses to audiences in every corner of the earth, the
Dalai Lama has provided exceptional service to humankind. Such a vast
contribution to the betterment of our world deserves special recognition and
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support. After nearly three decades of friendship with His Holiness, I am
deeply honored and proud to have rallied my colleagues to award him the
Congressional Gold Medal. We can now look forward to the day when he
once again meets with members of Congress—this time to stand before us
all to receive this unique and well-earned honor.”

Mr. BERMAN. I am pleased to recognize my friend and
colleague from Tennessee, Mr. Steve Cohen, for 2 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. “ToM,” as he would insist on being called,
was a special person. I'm a freshman, and he befriended me
in my first year.

Back, I think it was last January, there was an article in
The Hill, and it described my apartment. My apartment was
described as spartan, and that’s probably effusive. We had a
Judiciary Committee meeting with Justice Pryor and Justice
Alito, I think there were just six or seven or eight of us
there, and I chose to go to that meeting rather than the Yom
HaShoah Program at Statuary Hall. I felt bad about that be-
cause I had attended all those programs in Tennessee and
felt strong about the Holocaust. I rushed up here at the end
and I saw Mr. LANTOS and I went up and I said, “Mr. LAN-
TOS, I'm sorry, I missed the meeting.” He said, “First of all,
it is ToM.” I said, “Well, OK, ToM.” And I said, “I went to
this Judiciary meeting and I made a mistake; I should have
come here, I know.” He said, “No, you didn’t; you did the
right thing going where you belonged. You belonged in com-
mittee. You can go again next year.” And then I walked
away and he stopped me and said, “By the way, I read about
you in The Hill. If you need some help with interior deco-
rating, you give me a call.”

He was a special person. He had a wonderful sense of
humor. And when I had problems with bills and votes that
I didn’t feel comfortable with, I would go to him; and he was
grounded and helped me with them, just as he did with Con-
gresswoman Wasserman Schultz.

America has lost a great leader, and I feel like I have lost
a member of my family. I am fortunate to have known him.
John Lewis and Tom LANTOS are the two saints of Congress;
we’ve lost one, we have another.

Mr. BERMAN. I am pleased to recognize the gentleman
from Missouri, Mr. Russ Carnahan, for 2 minutes.

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Chairman, my deepest condo-
lences to the Lantos family. Thank you for sharing him to
perform his remarkable public service here.
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It is, indeed, an honor and a privilege to have known ToM
and Annette Lantos, a remarkable American success story, a
remarkable American love story.

I first met Mr. LANTOS as a new Member after the 2004
elections and was awed by him. His life story and inter-
nationally renowned fierce voice for human rights every-
where will continue to lead and inspire us for years to come.

I am truly indebted to ToM LANTOS for his gentlemanly de-
meanor and generous time and advice for me as a new Mem-
ber of this House and on his Foreign Affairs Committee. His
giving nature, keen intellect, and passionate advocacy were
part of the decency in what is right about this House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Chairman, ToMm, we will miss you, but not soon forget
you.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I am very pleased to yield
to ToM’s good friend, the chairman of the Asia Subcommittee
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Eni Faleomavaega
from American Samoa, 2 minutes.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, I thank my good
friend, the gentleman from California, our chairman-to-be of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and also my good
friend and distinguished ranking member of our committee,
the gentlelady from Florida (Ms. Ros-Lehtinen).

Madam Speaker, I, too, would like to express my most pro-
found sorrow and to extend my sympathies to Chairman
LANTOS dear wife, Annette, and their 2 daughters and 18
grandchildren.

It is my privilege to participate in this special order and
pay special tribute to our colleague and chairman of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, Congressman TOM LANTOS.

Without equal, Madam Speaker, Chairman LANTOS was a
champion and advocate throughout the world for the basic
rights and dignity and decency of all human beings, regard-
less of race, color, gender, or religious affiliations. ToMm LAN-
TOS truly believed that in this troubled world of ours there
is only one race, and that is the human race.

I am without words in how I can best describe the life of
this giant among men. And in this Chamber of Congress,
there is no word or phrase more dear to ToM’s heart than
that of “human rights.” And forever I will remember him as
a teacher and a mentor whenever the subject of human
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rights is being debated or under discussion in this institu-
tion.

As others have said earlier, Chairman LANTOS would not
have had it any other way other than for us to continue the
fight and to advocate for human rights whenever necessary,
and for that matter, also to defend freedom and democracy
throughout the world. We have a saying in the islands,
Madam Speaker, to my friend ToM LANTOS, Ia manuia lau
faiga malaga; may you have a great voyage in the afterlife,
my friend, Chairman Tom LANTOS.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I yield myself 3 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman is recognized
for the balance of the time.

Mr. BERMAN. I thank the Speaker.

A great deal has been said about ToM LANTOS this
evening, wonderful, eloquent words that captured just the
profound effect that he had on this institution. Many serve
in this institution. Some leave a mark on their districts of
their presence here; some leave a lasting mark on the insti-
tution. It’s hard for me to think of anyone who left such a
mark around the world as Chairman LANTOS did in so many
different areas.

You read that statement that David Dreier read earlier,
and I'm going to read it again because it captures his love
of this country. He and Annette were the greatest Americans
because they knew what the alternative had been, and they
paid back with their work and with their gratitude what
America offered them.

These are ToM LANTOS’ words after he was diagnosed with
a very advanced stage of esophageal cancer:

It is only in the United States that a penniless survivor of the Holocaust
and a fighter in the anti-Nazi underground could have received an edu-
cation, raised a family, and had the privilege of serving the last three dec-

ades of his life as a Member of Congress. I will never be able to express
fully my profoundly felt gratitude to this great country.

He not only loved America; he hated tyranny and oppres-
sion. And I served with ToM on the committee for 26 of his
27 years in the Congress, and that anger and hostility and
willingness to fight against dictatorship and tyranny covered
the dictatorships of the Communist regimes, and it covered
the dictatorships and the oppression of the rightwing author-
itarian regimes. He wasn’t one side or the other; he was
against tyranny and for human rights. He stood firm.
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It’s very easy for us to attack forces that have no direct
impacts on our district; it doesn’t take that much courage to
do that. ToM LANTOS, notwithstanding what some company
in his district might be making in terms of sales to a particu-
larly oppressive country, stood firm and constantly dealt
with the pressures coming back from his own constituents
about our livelihood, our jobs, because he couldn’t tolerate
the notion that, in effect, American companies, American in-
dividual interests, American corporate interests were giving
governments around the world the tools of that repression.

In closing, I just want to tell one story. It was a profound
experience for me, I'll never forget. I had the opportunity to
see Tom a few weeks ago at his home here in Washington
with Annette, with Katrina, with their granddaughter and
with a baby great-grandson, which, by the way, was one part
of what gave him his strength was this unbelievable family
structure. And he looked much better than he had looked in
his last few weeks here, and he talked about being at peace.
Yes, he would have loved to have been able to be here a few
years longer, but for him, he felt what a wonderful life he
had had, what a wonderful family, what a country, the col-
leagues. He was at peace with what awaited him. And there
was a serenity and a strength there that just was stunning
to me. I'll never forget it.

To the family, to Annette, our prayers are with you. And
you know that the work he did, the lives he affected around
the world, his presence will be maintained long after his
passing.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, we have lost
a dear friend and colleague in the House of Representatives.
The world has also lost a great humanitarian.

As the only Member of Congress to survive the Holocaust,
Congressman LANTOS had a deep understanding of the value
of freedom and the need to pursue human rights around the
globe. He brought life experiences to his work that nobody
else could.

On a personal note, I was extremely saddened when I
heard the news of his passing. After arriving back in Wash-
ington today and seeing the flags at half mast, it set in that
he won’t be with us any longer.

I will miss him.

He was always very gracious during my conversations and
dealings with him. I would listen closely when he spoke be-
cause what he had to say was always important. I urge my
colleagues to honor Chairman LANTOS’ memory and fight for
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human rights and justice around the world with the same
passion that he did.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam Speaker, yesterday,
the U.S. Congress lost a dear friend, a true humanitarian,
and a real statesman, Chairman ToM LANTOS of California.

I extend my deepest sympathies to Tom’s dedicated wife
Annette, his daughters Annette and Katrina, and to his
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. We are think-
ing of them during this difficult time and hope they will find
solace in knowing that their husband, father, and grand-
father was a true hero and role model for so many of the
people he touched.

Chairman LANTOS was unrelenting in his lifelong commit-
ment to defending the oppressed. He decisively chose to
serve his fellow human beings, often at great personal risk
to himself. After escaping from Nazi labor camps in World
War II, young Tom fought in the underground Nazi resist-
ance and continued to fight for justice. His ability to triumph
through tragedy is truly inspirational.

ToM embodied the American dream. In summer 1947, ToM
was awarded a scholarship to study in the United States. He
arrived in New York City with no money and only a Hun-
garian salami which was quickly seized by U.S. Customs offi-
cials. With his incredible persistence and deep intellect, he
soon earned his Ph.D. in economics from the University of
California, Berkeley. ToM was always thankful for the oppor-
tunities given to him by the United States and America is
blessed to have had such a loyal citizen and distinguished
leader.

Continuing his dedication to others, Tom served the Amer-
ican public and people of the world as an exemplary Member
of Congress. He founded the Congressional Human Rights
Caucus and most recently served as chairman of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee. Standing by his convictions, ToMm
was arrested at the Embassy of Sudan for protesting human
rights violations in Darfur. As a result of this brave action,
the President renewed his call for a stronger international
presence in Darfur. ToM continually defended those too often
ignored by the international community. People of the world
are indebted to him for his strong leadership in promoting
human rights.

I am honored to have served in Congress with Congress-
man LANTOS and to have worked together on significant leg-
islation defending the international human rights of women.
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His support was paramount to the achievement of many
gains for women’s human rights.

Together, we were able to provide direct assistance to ad-
vance the status of women in Afghanistan. We also collabo-
rated on landmark legislation to stop human trafficking. I
am deeply grateful for his commitment to the women of the
world.

Chairman Tom LaNTOS will always be remembered with
respect and gratitude. He consistently gave voice to the
voiceless and was their champion. His legacy of upholding
human dignity will continue to inspire future generations of
Americans.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, it is with great
sadness that I mourn the passing, and commemorate the
courageous life, of my dear friend and colleague, Congress-
man ToM LANTOS of California.

Congressman LANTOS began a lifetime of passionate work
for human rights as a young man when he escaped a forced
labor brigade to join an underground resistance movement
against the Nazis in his home country of Hungary. A Jewish
survivor of the Holocaust, he was just a teenager when he
undertook this important work, which began over 60 years
of efforts to fight for human rights across the world.

Congressman LANTOS’ life of work on behalf of human
rights culminated with over two decades of service in Con-
gress, where he never failed to champion causes that he felt
were just. In 1983, Congressman LANTOS became a founding
cochair of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, a caucus
on which he served for the remainder of his life. Under Con-
gressman LANTOS’ leadership, this caucus was on the fore-
front of efforts to protect women’s and children’s rights, to
free political prisoners, to preserve religious freedom, and to
halt ethnic cleansing.

In recent years, Congressman LANTOS directed his focus to
ending the ongoing genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan,
which has already claimed the lives of over 400,000 people.
In 2006, he was among a group of 11 individuals who were
arrested for committing civil disobedience outside the Suda-
nese Embassy in protest of the genocide. I can only say that
it was an honor to follow in this wonderful man’s footsteps
by doing the same thing myself a few short weeks later.

Beginning last year, when Congressman LANTOS became
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, he
brought the crisis in Darfur and the recent violent crack-
down on democracy activists in Burma to the forefront. It
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also must be noted that, under Chairman LANTOS  leader-
ship, the Foreign Affairs Committee finally began long-
overdue oversight of the war in Iraq.

Congressman LANTOS’ inspiring leadership will be sorely
missed, not only in this Congress, but by people around the
world. I wish to send my deepest condolences to Congress-
man LANTOS’ friends, family, and constituents for the loss of
this irreplaceable man of good will.

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Madam Speaker,
I come to say goodbye to a beloved colleague and friend.

The sudden news of Chairman ToM LANTOS’ passing has
left those who had the privilege to know him without ade-
quate words to express our grief.

My thoughts and prayers go out to his caring wife Annette
and to his family. I wish them strength and clarity during
this difficult time.

ToM’s life and accomplishments reached far beyond his
contributions as a legislator.

Many words have been written about ToM’s experiences as
a youth in Nazi-occupied Europe. But none of us will ever be
able to speak here with the same level of experience and un-
derstanding that he had when referring to genocide, suf-
fering, the suppression of human rights, and the denial of
human dignity.

ToM carried a personal sense of responsibility to fight for
those who cannot always speak for themselves: the under-
privileged, the subjugated, the oppressed. It was evident in
his words and actions, in every piece of legislation he crafted,
and in every hand he warmly shook.

His convictions were never more evident than in his work
to establish the Congressional Human Rights Caucus. He
founded the caucus to focus attention on human rights
abuses around the world. Not only did he work to raise
awareness and increase the scrutiny of abusive practices
around the globe, he worked to stop heinous acts against our
fellow women and men and to bring peaceful solutions to the
conflicts that led to such atrocities.

His unwavering optimism and prudent leadership will be
missed.

My words cannot satisfactorily articulate the loss that his
death brings to me, the House of Representatives, and to the
Nation he loved and served.

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, ToMm LANTOS was one
of the kindest, most sincere people I have ever met. It was
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both an honor and a pleasure to serve the people of the Bay
Area with a man of his integrity. His belief in universal
human rights for every man, woman and child defined his
career in Congress as well as how he lived his life. America
is honored that ToM LANTOS chose to be a citizen of our
great democracy, and the world is a better place because he
fought to make it so. His passing is a loss to the Congress,
the Bay Area, and the United States, and everyone who be-
lieves in fairness and equality. My thoughts are with his
wife Annette and his entire family at this very sad time.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the
memory of Congressman ToM LANTOS.

It was with great sorrow that I learned of the passing of
my esteemed colleague.

When I asked Tom LANTOS for his support in defending a
group of women who the Japanese Army forced into prostitu-
tion during World War II, I knew that if anyone would un-
derstand the pain of war, it would be him. For Congressman
LANTOS, human rights violations were not just an abstrac-
tion. He saw his family decimated by the Nazis during the
same war. He himself had suffered through the horrors of a
labor camp.

After surviving the horrors of the Holocaust, Congressman
LaNTOS dedicated his life to advocating for the rights of oth-
ers. He spoke for those who had no voice through his tireless
advocacy as the founder of the Congressional Human Rights
Caucus and the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

A fellow member of the Bay Area delegation, Congressman
LaNTOS has been a mentor to me. His thirst for justice and
advocacy of progressive ideals will live on in all those he in-
spired during his fruitful life.

Congressman LANTOS will be missed by everyone who had
the privilege of working with him. I send my deepest condo-
lences to his family, and echo his wife Annette’s comments
that her husband’s life was “defined by courage, optimism,
and unwavering dedication to his principles and his family.”
ToMm LaNTOS will forever remain a role model and inspiration
to me.

I will miss him dearly.

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam Speaker, it is with
tremendous sadness that we mourn the passing of Chairman
Tom LANTOS—an inspiring colleague and an outspoken
champion for human rights around the world. His passing
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will leave an enormous void in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, where he has served for 27 years and was admired and
respected for his strength, leadership, and unwavering com-
mitment to democracy and freedom.

It was my honor to serve for 4 years as a member of the
House International Relations Committee in which Rep-
resentative LANTOS was my ranking member. He was a men-
tor and strong leader as a Democrat and as an American. I
will miss ToM as a colleague and a friend.

I extend my heartfelt prayers and condolences to ToM’s
wife, Annette, who was his constant companion and an inspi-
ration in her own right, along with their 2 children, 18
grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.

The U.S. House of Representatives and the United States
of America have lost a hero, and he will be sorrowfully
missed.

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute
to our friend and colleague, the gentleman from California,
ToM LANTOS.

Our Nation has lost a true leader, and the world has lost
its foremost champion of human rights. While involved in
many different issues throughout his illustrious career, it is
Tom LANTOS’ work on behalf of suffering people throughout
the world that best exemplifies the type of man he was.

Born on February 1, 1928, in Budapest to Jewish parents,
Tom LANTOS faced unspeakable horror early in his life. He
escaped a Nazi forced labor camp twice, the second time
thankfully finding himself under the protection of Raoul
Wallenberg, likely saving his life. He later learned that his
parents and much of his family perished at the hands of the
Nazis.

As the only survivor of the Holocaust serving in the House,
he understood, in a way no one else could, the type of suf-
fering man can inflict upon others. He was the founder and
cochairman of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, and
truly was a leader in standing up for the smallest and weak-
est in our global community. No injustice escaped his atten-
tion, no matter what corner of the world was involved, and
he would fight doggedly to right any wrongs.

He earned an academic scholarship that brought him to
the United States where he earned his bachelor’s, master’s
and eventually doctorate degrees and entered the world of
academia, before he decided to enter the political arena,
serving 14 terms here in the House. He rose through the
ranks to become the distinguished chairman of the House
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Foreign Affairs Committee, a position that allowed him to
continue his battle for the common man who might other-
wise not have a voice.

I was fortunate to have the opportunity to travel with him
and his wife Annette on a trip to South Korea, Cambodia,
and Vietnam in January 2001, hosted by then-Minority
Leader Gephardt. I am proud to call him not only my col-
league, but also my friend.

I join with all of my colleagues in extending our thoughts
and prayers to ToM’s bride of almost 58 years, Annette, his
2 daughters, his 18 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.
He will truly be missed.

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, it is with great sadness
that I rise today to speak on the passing of an esteemed col-
league and a true friend, former Congressman ToM LANTOS.

Tom’s dedication, passion, and fervent commitment to
human rights will be deeply missed by our Nation and, in-
deed, around the world. As the only Holocaust survivor ever
elected to Congress, ToM fought every day to give voice to
the voiceless and make true our commitment to the words
“never again.” Only 16 when he was rounded up in his na-
tive Hungary by the Nazis where he saw most of his family
perish, ToM was a living embodiment to the ideals of courage
and human rights.

First elected to Congress in 1980 after a distinguished ca-
reer in academia, TOM was a tireless advocate on behalf of
his constituents and a fine public servant. Representing
parts of San Francisco as well as his hometown, San Mateo,
ToMm zealously represented the interests of his District and,
speaking as a Member of the California delegation, I was
proud to serve with him and call him friend.

While Tom had a remarkable career of over a quarter of
a century in Congress, it was his last year as chairman of
his beloved House Foreign Affairs Committee that he seemed
to relish the most. From that perch, he was able to advance
the cause of human rights and to shine a light on long-
ignored parts of the globe.

ToM is survived by his loving wife Annette, his 2 daugh-
ters, Annette and Katrina; 18 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren. Our thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily.

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, maybe because I, too, lost
many family members in the Holocaust, I felt a special affin-
ity for Tom LANTOS. His story was an integral part of him.
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I was moved every time he described himself as the only
Holocaust survivor in Congress. And so were many others.

ToMm was eloquent, passionate, insightful, elegant—and
fierce in his advocacy. His questions of witnesses before his
committee could be withering. He had a point of view and
was unblinking in his efforts to communicate it.

In personal terms, ToM was a lovely human being—de-
voted to Annette, his daughters and that enormous crowd of
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. But he was also de-
voted to his colleagues, this institution, to our country, and
to achieving peace in the Middle East.

At a time of such entrenched partisanship—which he de-
plored—we desperately need more, not fewer, Toms. Sadly,
that is not likely to happen.

I shall miss him terribly.

Shalom, haver.

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I ask for unanimous consent
to address the House for 1 minute.

I rise today to remember a respected colleague, and to cel-
ebrate a life filled with courage, love, and service.

With the passing of Representative ToM LANTOS yester-
day, this body and this country lost a champion for human
rights and life everywhere.

A quick look at Representative LANTOS’ life shows us what
a remarkable man he really was.

Born in Hungary, he fought in the underground struggle
against the Nazis in Europe and twice escaped from labor
camps as a teenager.

Later, as the only Holocaust survivor to ever serve in Con-
gress, he used this experience to work against oppression, in-
tolerance, and genocide.

Representative LANTOS was also known as a dedicated
family man. He and his dear wife Annette were usually in-
separable—and all of my colleagues in the House knew of his
dedication to his 18 grandchildren.

So let us take this time to recognize and mourn our dear
friend, Representative ToM LANTOS, a fierce defender of
human rights, and a true leader who worked to improve the
world for both the free and oppressed alike.

The thoughts and prayers of Barbara and I are with his
family, friends, and constituents at this difficult time.

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, I rise today to join my col-
leagues in honoring the legacy of human rights champion
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LANTOS TAMAS PETER and expressing great sympathy on the
passing of this great American.

As a member of the freshman class of the 110th Congress,
ToMm LANTOS was certainly a colleague that I admired and
looked toward for guidance. I am especially glad that under
our new majority he was able to serve as chairman of the
Foreign Affairs Committee, a post that he held with distinc-
tion. There was an air about him of European old-worldli-
ness and charm that I will never forget. It was a great honor
to have served with a man of such character and integrity.

ToM is famously quoted as saying that he was an Amer-
ican by choice. And how only in this country, could
a penniless survivor of the Holocaust and a fighter in the anti-Nazi under-

ground ... have received an education, raised a family and had the privilege
of serving the last three decades of his life as a member of Congress.

As a naturalized U.S. citizen myself, I hope to give back
to this Nation as much as Tom did in his many years of pub-
lic service.

I would like to extend my deepest condolences to ToM’s be-
loved wife, Annette Tillemann Lantos, his daughters Annette
Tillemann-Dick and Katrina Swett, his 18 grandchildren,
and his 2 great-grandchildren. Thank you for sharing Tom
with us and with the world. His example of courage and in-
tegrity will continue to inspire us.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam Speaker, yester-
day morning a friend and colleague, Representative Tom
LANTOS, passed away.

Throughout his life, Congressman LANTOS fought for lib-
erty. As a young man in Hungary during World War II, he
opposed the spread of Nazi fascism and survived the Holo-
caust. During his 27 years in Congress, Congressman LAN-
TOS earned a reputation as a leader for human rights and
democracy around the world—in particular as the ranking
member and the chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee.

I had the privilege of working with Chairman LANTOS as
a fellow member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
Together, we were able to strengthen the partnerships be-
tween the United States and nations throughout the world.
Chairman LANTOS brought an unmoving optimism to both
his life and his career that served himself and his adopted
Nation of America well.

ToMm LANTOS was a beloved and respected Member of the
House of Representatives, and he will be dearly missed. Dur-

[41]



(Trim Line)

ing this difficult time, our thoughts and prayers are with his
wife Annette, their two daughters, and his entire family and
friends.

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, today I rise to honor the life
and legacy of ToM LANTOS. The passing of Chairman LANTOS
is a great loss to the Congress, our Nation, and to oppressed
people worldwide.

Born in Budapest, Congressman LANTOS was 16 in 1944
when Nazis captured and occupied the city. He twice escaped
Nazi labor camps and was one of the thousands of Jews
saved from the Holocaust by the humanity of the Swedish
diplomat Raoul Wallenberg. Yet most of his family members
did not survive the Holocaust.

At the end of the Second World War, Representative LAN-
TOS came to the United States with his childhood sweetheart
and soon-to-be wife, Annette Tillemann. Over the past 58
years, ToOM and Annette were rarely far apart and worked
tirelessly together to champion human rights around the
globe. Today my thoughts and prayers are with her and the
Lantos children.

When ToM LANTOS came to Congress in 1980, the first
major piece of legislation he introduced was to award hon-
orary American citizenship to Raoul Wallenberg, whom he
called “the central figure in my life.” Wallenberg was a cen-
tral figure in the lives of many European Jews.

A few years later ToM founded the Human Rights Caucus.
As cochairman of the caucus, LANTOS was the leading critic
of abusive and despotic regimes abroad. He was unafraid to
confront the Chinese Government for its human rights
record and he was undeterred in his efforts to end the ongo-
ing genocide in Darfur. Most recently he helped move
through Congress tough sanctions on the Burmese junta to
help restore that country’s democracy.

As chairman of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs
for the past year, Congressman LANTOS continued to be a
moral leader on human rights and an advocate for those who
had none.

ToMm LANTOS was a friend to me and to all people who be-
lieved in the basic rights of all people. I am honored to have
served with him and I will do my best to work for continued
fulfillment of his ideals.

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today in mourning
of a most distinguished colleague, a champion for America,
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a lifelong survivor, and a kind friend, Representative Tom
LANTOS.

He stood at the near-perilous brink of history. Born to
Jewish parents in Budapest, Hungary, he joined the Hun-
garian underground—at not yet 17—after the Nazi occupa-
tion and twice escaped from forced labor camps. He was
beaten. His mother, much of his family, and the family of his
childhood sweetheart-turned-wife were killed.

He transformed tragedy into triumph. After earning an
American education and raising a family, in 1980 he became
the only Holocaust survivor ever elected to the U.S. Con-
gress. Three years later, he had founded the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus. And last year he became the chair of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

He was a man of steadfast principle. He was one of five
members of Congress—at not yet 80—arrested in a protest
outside the Sudanese Embassy, in opposition to the genocide
in Darfur. He trumpeted the causes of civil liberties and
human rights with a consistent, measured voice, having sur-
vived such great evil and wanting to spare the world that
suffering.

His soul, his convictions, his grit, and determination—as
genuine at age 17 as 80—remained uncompromising, unim-
peachable.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
honor a great man, Congressman ToM LANTOS.

I would like to send my deepest sympathies to Annette
and the whole Lantos family. Congressman ToM LANTOS’
partnership with his wife, Annette, was one of respect and
true adoration. I hope that the whole family will be com-
forted by the knowledge that Tom’s work has enhanced the
lives of millions around the world.

I was proud to serve on the Foreign Affairs Committee
under the chairmanship of Tom LANTOS. Within the Con-
gress, he was viewed as the strongest and most vocal de-
fender of human rights. When he spoke, people listened, and
when he led, people followed. His moral clarity serves as an
example that generations to come will strive to follow.

His achievements in world affairs will live on as his leg-
acy. His impassioned protection of human rights, his crusade
for democracy, his defense of Israel and Jews worldwide,
show that one individual truly can make a difference in this
world.

Last fall, he and Annette asked me to lead the Congres-
sional Taskforce on Anti-Semitism, which is a project that
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they started together as Holocaust survivors. Now, as we
continue our fight against anti-Semitism throughout the
world, his memory will carry on in everything that we do.

Congress and the Nation have lost an important voice. But
that voice will continue to inspire America and people
throughout the world.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, Representative ToMm LAN-
TOS (D—CA) was the personification of America at her best.
During his nearly 28 years in office, ToM was a champion for
human rights and social justice around the world. As chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and cofounder
of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, ToM was dedi-
cated to securing the freedom and liberty he treasured for all
people.

Born in Budapest, Hungary, ToM was a member of the
anti-Nazi resistance movement and escaped Nazi labor
camps twice. The war took most of his family and with the
help of a brave Hungarian diplomat, he and his wife, An-
nette, arrived in America penniless with little aside from
painful memories of the war, and an unparalleled determina-
tion to prevent the repetition of the atrocities he had seen.

After winning election to the House in 1980, ToM quickly
showed himself to he an undisputed authority on foreign pol-
icy. His eloquence and passion made him a natural leader as
he forged alliances where no one else could. In accord with
his commitment to human rights, he was one of the first to
sound the alarm on the ethnic killings in Darfur. And he was
one of five Members of Congress arrested for protesting out-
side the Sudanese Embassy.

Representative Tom LANTOS is survived by his wife of
nearly 58 years, their 2 daughters and 18 grandchildren. His
daughter Annette and her beautiful family are constituents
of mine as well as personal friends. My condolences go out
to her, ToM’s other daughter, Katrina, and his beautiful wife,
Annette. ToM LANTOS will he remembered for his courage,
inspiration, and compassion. ToM, we all loved and respected
you. We will continue your ceaseless fight to keep America
true to her conscience.

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the
memory of Congressman ToM LANTOS, our beloved friend
and colleague, who passed away on Monday morning from
esophageal cancer.

Believers in human rights and oppressed peoples around
the world have suffered a terrible blow with the loss of Tom
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LANTOS. He was a tireless champion for those suffering op-
pression, violence, and discrimination, and the world is quite
simply a more painful place with his passing. Every time a
human rights issue came up on the House floor, TOM was al-
ways there, speaking out for the voiceless.

ToMm’s experiences escaping Nazi concentration camps
twice as a teenager and losing most of his immediate family
in the carnage of the Holocaust cultivated in him a unique
sensitivity to suffering. His compassion and willingness to
stand up for what is right was a constant inspiration to me,
both in our work in the House of Representatives and in our
cochairmanship of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus.
He was a hero in the eyes of so many, and his loss will be
felt acutely by all of us.

I extend my most sincere condolences to Tom’s family, and
I encourage my colleagues to take up the torch with which
ToM illuminated the world’s darkest corners.

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today with great sad-
ness to pay tribute to my colleague, my neighbor, and my
friend, Congressman ToM LANTOS.

For nearly three decades ToM LANTOS has been an elo-
quent voice for the voiceless here and around the world.
With his passing, our country has lost a great champion for
human rights. His dedication to his fellow human beings was
rooted in having survived the Holocaust. His story of sur-
vival and escape from Nazi forced labor camps in Hungary
during the Second World War is inspirational, but it was the
memory of those, including his mother, whom he lost, that
motivated him in his extraordinary career of public service.

ToMm LANTOS’ story was also the story of an immigrant. He
said he was an American by choice. Coming to the United
States through an academic scholarship, he worked hard and
made the most of the opportunities that only America can
offer. He earned degrees from the University of Washington
and the University of California, Berkeley, and taught eco-
nomics for 30 years before running for Congress in 1980,
winning against a Republican incumbent in a Republican
year.

As a Member of Congress, ToM LANTOS raised the profile
of human rights in every corner of the world from China to
Tibet and from Sudan to Burma. One of the first things he
did when he came to Congress was to found the Congres-
sional Human Rights Caucus in 1983. As the only Armenian-
American serving in the House, I'm especially grateful for
Towm’s leadership as chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
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Committee last year when he worked to secure the passage
of legislation recognizing, at long last, the Armenian geno-
cide of 1915. His voice in the face of strong opposition from
many fronts helped secure the passage of this resolution
through the committee.

Although Congressman LANTOS’ expertise was in world af-
fairs, he took care of his constituents in California’s 12th
Congressional District. For 15 years I've had the privilege to
serve with him, representing one of the most remarkable
areas of our country. We worked together on efforts to pre-
serve our local environment and improve transportation.

Congressman LANTOS’ efforts are clearly visible through-
out his congressional district. He worked to expand BART
service at San Francisco International Airport and to create
a water ferry service from San Mateo County to San Fran-
cisco. He led the effort to acquire Rancho Corral de Tierra
for the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, and we
worked together to fund a visitor’s center for the Gulf of the
Farallones National Marine Sanctuary at the Fitzgerald Ma-
rine Center.

More important than the legacy of his work is the legacy
of his family, especially the love of his life, his wife Annette;
his daughters Annette and Katrina; and his 18 grand-
children and 2 great-grandchildren. They always represented
the greatest achievements of his great life.

America was blessed by the life of Congressman ToM LAN-
TOS. May he rest in the peace that he worked so hard to
bring to others during his entire life.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I wish to share the perspec-
tives of former Congressman Don Bonker on his distin-
guished colleague during his service in the House, the Hon-
orable ToMm LANTOS.

Tom LANTOS was an extraordinary person in so many respects. The only
Member of Congress to survive the Holocaust, his passionate commitment
to human rights, a widely respected authority on foreign policy, and one
who worked closely with every administration, regardless of party, and
world leaders to insure that democracy, not tyranny, reign in our lifetime.

There was also the extraordinary personal side of ToM LANTOS. His con-
finement and courageous escape from a Nazi-operated forced labor camp in
Szob, Hungary, led to his receiving help from the Swedish diplomat Raoul
Wallenberg, who gave him safety in his Budapest apartment and eventual
freedom and relocation to the United States.

Mysteriously, Raoul Wallenberg disappeared behind the Soviet Union,
never to be heard from again. But ToM and his wife, Annette, never forgot
the man who saved their lives, and the 40,000 others whose lives were
spared because Raoul Wallenberg, at high personal risk, issued fake pass-
ports that enabled them to leave the country.
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I first met Tom LANTOS before he came to Congress in 1978. As chairman
of the Subcommittee on Human Rights, it was suggested I talk to Annette
Lantos about the fate of Raoul Wallenberg. Both Annette and ToMm gave elo-
quent testimony before my subcommittee. Later, ToM LANTOS wrote and
passed resolutions and had a statue placed in the U.S. Capitol honoring
Raoul Wallenberg. The teenagers from Budapest have spent a lifetime hon-
oring the man who saved their lives.

For many years, I traveled with the LANTOS’ all over Europe, including,
to Russia, Romania and Hungary. They were committed first and foremost
to the cause of human rights and strengthening democracies, especially in
the countries of the former Soviet Union. There was no more eloquent voice
or effective champion on these issues than ToM and Annette Lantos, a true
legacy that will endure for generations to come.

There is another LANTOS legacy. As a parent of 2 daughters, he took great
pride in their 18 incredible grandchildren, all of whom are fulfilling the
highest expectations of their grandfather. Every year the Lantos Christmas
card displayed a growing family of beautiful and gifted children who obvi-
ously gave them considerable pride and joy.

In the Congress, Tom LANTOS had no peers. He was respected by leaders
of both political parties and the undisputed authority on foreign policy. Most
newly elected Congressmen avoid the Foreign Affairs Committee because
there is little that can help in their constituencies, but for Tom LANTOS it
was always about foreign relations. Indeed he ranks, alongside Lee Ham-
ilton, as one of the two finest chairmen who ever presided over the House
Foreign Affairs Committee.

For those who had the privilege of knowing ToM LANTOS, there is even
more legacy. His eloquence and charm, personal loyalty to family and
friends, his diplomatic grace in meeting world leaders, left one with the im-
pression of being near a truly great leader and genuine statesman of the
world. It was a privilege to have known Tom LANTOS.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, for almost three decades
Tom LANTOS was been a passionate voice in the U.S. Con-
gress, and a tireless advocate for human rights around the
world. Chairman LANTOS’ commitment to human rights was
forged by his own life’s experience, by the violence and trag-
edy that he saw as a young man in Hungary. His commit-
ment to issues such as ending the genocide in Darfur will be
remembered by all those who have served with him through-
out his long career in public service.

The Bay Area, and the Foreign Affairs Committee, will
sincerely miss his passion and dedication, and his unrelent-
ing commitment to not only helping those in need, but mak-
ing sure that respect for human rights is at the forefront of
our Nation’s foreign policy. My heart goes out to Annette, his
partner for almost 60 years, as well as his 2 daughters, his
grandchildren, and his great-grandchildren.

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today to offer my
deepest condolences on the passing of Congressman Towm
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LANTOS, chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee
and my respected colleague from California.

As news spread on Monday of Chairman LANTOS™ passing
at age 80 due to complications from cancer, a great sadness
resonated throughout the House of Representatives and all
of Washington. This House, the Nation, and especially the
people of California have lost a great champion for human
rights, a very personal cause of Representative LANTOS. He
was the only Holocaust survivor to ever be elected to Con-
gress and his own experiences enlightened his service and
enriched his service in this body.

Throughout his 14 terms in the House of Representatives,
Representative LANTOS conducted himself with dignity,
grace, and a passion for human rights. As cochairman and
founder of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, a group
that highlights human rights violations worldwide, he was
able to provide a platform and a voice for persecuted peoples
around the globe.

My thoughts and prayers go out to Representative LANTOS’
wife Annette, their 2 daughters, their 18 grandchildren, and
2 great-grandchildren in their time of mourning. It was an
honor and a privilege to serve with ToM LANTOS these last
27 years in the House of Representatives. I know that he
will be remembered in the hearts of his family and friends
for all the love and support he has given to them and so
many others throughout the years.

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today to celebrate
the life of a great friend and statesman, Congressman ToM
LaNTOS. My prayers are with his family and friends during
this time of mourning.

Upon my arrival to Congress, Representative LANTOS per-
sonally invited me to his office to welcome me to this body.
I appreciated his kind words and encouragement as I started
my work here. Since that time Congressman LANTOS has
been a wonderful friend of mine and will forever be a source
of great inspiration in my professional and personal life.

Congressman LANTOS’ early life experiences as a Holocaust
survivor and as part of the resistance movement against the
Nazis shaped his future work as a husband, father, aca-
demic, and public servant. At the young age of 16, Mr. LAN-
TOS and his family were taken to fascist forced labor camps.
After escaping twice, Mr. LANTOS sought refuge in a Jewish
safehouse in Budapest run by humanitarian Raoul
Wallenberg. After the war ended, he returned to the capital
of Budapest in search of his family, only to discover that
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they had all perished at Auschwitz and other death camps.
He reconnected with a childhood friend, Annette, to whom he
was married for almost 58 years.

Congressman LANTOS has been a champion for human
rights, social justice, and civil liberties during his 27 years
in Congress. Congressman LANTOS’ dedication to serving his
constituents and this Nation will not be forgotten. His life
will be remembered as one of courage, selflessness, and tire-
less dedication to his principles.

My thoughts and prayers go out to Congressman LANTOS’
wife Annette, his 2 children, 18 grandchildren, and 2 great-
grandchildren. I ask my colleagues to join me in solemn re-
membrance of this great public servant.

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to join my col-
leagues in expressing profound sorrow at the passing of our
good friend, Tom LANTOS.

ToMm was neither an ordinary American nor an ordinary
Member of Congress. His personal experience as a Holocaust
survivor—and the only survivor ever to be elected to Con-
gress—defined his work in the House of Representatives. He
bestowed on all of us a unique perspective that we both
needed and relied on.

As the founding cochair of the Congressional Human
Rights Caucus, ToM was known to all of us here and
throughout the country as the conscience of the Congress.
From the genocide in Darfur, to the human rights crisis in
Burma, to the global AIDS epidemic, to modern-day slavery
and human trafficking, ToM persevered on behalf of the
world’s most forsaken and most forgotten.

It was an honor to serve with ToM on the Oversight and
Government Reform Committee and Human Rights Caucus.
His contributions to Congress, to our democracy, and to the
disenfranchised and dispossessed around the world will re-
main with us always.

On a personal note, Janet and I will never forget ToM and
Annette’s love for one another and their complete devotion to
their children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. We
are certain the love of the Lantos family and the reflections
in the days ahead on ToMm’s extraordinary life will carry
them through this very sad time.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
mourn the loss of my friend and colleague Tom LANTOS.
Chairman LANTOS’ passing is a devastating loss both for the
U.S. Congress and for the Nation.
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Chairman LANTOS was a man of unwavering principle and
commitment who worked tirelessly to improve the lives of
people here at home and around the world. He combined an
intense knowledge of the world with an equally intense pas-
sion for the rights and security of individuals. ToMm LANTOS’
elegance and eloquence were examples to all of us of how to
conduct ourselves as Members of Congress. In my years serv-
ing in the House, I often looked to him as an example of how
to treat our colleagues with courtesy. His respect for this in-
stitution was profound.

As the only Holocaust survivor ever to have served in Con-
gress, he had an unfaltering commitment to the promotion of
human rights. Having survived one of the darkest chapters
in the history of the world, he became a champion for op-
pressed people everywhere, in every corner of the globe. And
as a fellow Jewish Member of Congress, I have been proud
to work with Chairman LANTOS to defend Israel’s right to
exist and to join him in his lifelong fight against anti-
Semitism.

One of my fondest memories of TOM was working with him
to help Congregation Hakafa in Glencoe, IL, transport their
Torah to its original home in the Czech Republic in 2005.
The citizens of LosStice, the small town that was the home of
the Torah, gathered to celebrate the Torah’s return when it
was placed in the ark for the first time since the late 1930s.
It was a beautiful moment that connected Jews and non-
Jews across continents and it would not have been possible
without Chairman LANTOS’ devoted work.

Chairman LANTOS was a proud public servant who self-
lessly served his constituents in California’s 12th District for
nearly 30 years, and I know his loss will be felt deeply in his
district, in California, and throughout the world.

I would like to offer my deep condolences to Tom’s wife of
58 years, Annette; to his 2 daughters, Annette and Katrina;
and to his 18 grandchildren and his great-grandchildren,
who were by his bedside when he passed. The Lantos family,
I know, was to ToM his greatest accomplishment. While I
know no words can take away the pain of his loss, I hope
that the tributes that are pouring in from around the world
provide some consolation at this difficult time.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time and thank my colleagues.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time for debate has ex-
pired.
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Without objection, the previous question is ordered.
There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the resolu-
tion.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on the table.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 36
minutes p.m.), pursuant to House Resolution 975, the House
adjourned until tomorrow, Wednesday, February 13, 2008, at
10 a.m., as a further mark of respect to the memory of the
late Honorable ToMm LANTOS.

WEDNESDAY, February 13, 2008

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this Nation lost a great Amer-
ican this week. U.S. Congressman ToM LANTOS passed at the
age of 80. Last night on this floor, there was an hour of bi-
partisan agreement of what this man meant to this country
and how much we’ve lost. There will be a memorial service
tomorrow under the Capitol rotunda.

ToMm LANTOS was a Holocaust survivor who escaped from
the Nazis twice and survived. He helped Jewish people sur-
vive the Holocaust through the good deeds of Raoul
Wallenberg, and he remembered that. He was a leader in
this Congress and this Nation on human rights and civil
rights, animal welfare rights, all living creatures.

Mr. Speaker, as a freshman Member of Congress, I was be-
friended by Tom LANTOS, who told me to call him “Towm,”
which was difficult to do. He was such a giant of a man.

There are great opportunities to speak out on policy in this
body and to serve in the greatest deliberative body in the
world, but there are human stories, too.

In my opinion, there are two saints that are Members or
have been Members during this term that I have served. One
is Congressman LANTOS, and one is Congressman Lewis.
They have overcome great adversity to go to great heights.
I think this country owes a debt of gratitude to the Lantos
family for his work. He will be sorely missed. I was fortunate
to serve with him and to be able to call him a friend.
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THURSDAY, February 14, 2008

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding. ... I was at the memorial service, as many of you
were. I was privileged to be there. Frankly, there are very
few Members of Congress, in the history of the Congress,
that could have, on the very short notice that we would have
this sad service today, would have the Foreign Minister of
Israel, the Secretary of State, the head of the United Na-
tions, the Speaker of the House present. It was an impres-
sive service ...

Mr. HOYER. ... All of us, however, share what has been
said about ToM LANTOS, for whom we had the greatest re-
spect, and we all share a sadness at his loss. ...

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. ... I simply end
remembering a friend who everyone in this room can agree
enriched our lives. My son mentioned the other day this
week when we were talking about the sad news, “Dad, do
you remember when I was a little kid and you wanted me
to get my posture up, what you would tell me? I will never
forget,” he told me. “LANTO0S.” Your posture. That is one of
the first things that impressed me about ToM LANTOS, even
before I learned about his zealous extraordinary commitment
to the oppressed everywhere where people are still longing to
be free.

So let us all then end this recollection ... remembering
someone who we can all agree was extraordinary, enriched
our lives, and was a great Member of Congress and a great
American. Thank you all very much.

FRrRIDAY, February 15, 2008

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, offered
the following prayer:

Lord God, creator of the universe, we bless You and we
praise You for all the blessings showered upon this Nation.
Yesterday, with sacred words from the Hebrew Scriptures,
memorable songs, and beautiful expressions of memory and
thanksgiving, this Congress celebrated the life, love, and il-
lustrious service of the Honorable Tom LANTOS. May You
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who create harmony in the heavens bring peace to all who
mourn Now.

His passing is a great loss to this body and the Nation be-
cause of his strong leadership and his ability to create faith-
ful and lasting friendships both as a statesman and a cham-
pion for human rights. Lord, may Your people from all across
this Nation and from around the world continue to console
his wife, Annette, and his family, staff, and friends, with
their prayers, affection, and sympathy.

Lord, because the Honorable Tom LANTOS lived a great
American story, he will inspire many. May You, our provi-
dent God, empower many more to draw upon his great leg-
acy and work for securing human rights and human dignity
for every person everywhere here on Earth both now and for-
ever. Amen.

MonDAY, February 25, 2008

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, this House lost one of
its finest Members with the passing of Tom LANTOS. He was
a dear friend, who taught me a great deal about human
rights and a life dedicated to service, and I will miss him.
One of my favorite memories of our service together is the
day I was arrested alongside ToM in front of the Sudanese
Embassy in Washington, DC, protesting the continuing geno-
cide in Darfur.

I would like to bring to the attention of my colleagues an
article from the February 22, 2008 edition of the Boston Her-
ald that urges everyone to emulate ToM’s legacy of service
and devotion to human rights. Written by Anthony
Barsamian with the Armenian Assembly of America and Mi-
chael Ross, the son of a Holocaust survivor, it expresses
what we all feel about TOM’s commitment to ending man’s
inhumanity to man.

[From the Boston Herald, February 22, 2008]
Tom LANTOS PASSES HUMANITY’S TORCH
(By Anthony Barsamian and Michael Ross)

Humanity lost one of its greatest voices this month. No one lived up to
the promise of the words “never again” better than Rep. ToM LANTOS. As
the only Holocaust survivor to have served in Congress, he dedicated his ca-
reer to working on behalf of others.

Those who survive genocide live with complexities that few can under-
stand—post-traumatic stress, feelings of guilt for having survived, a victim
of man’s most diabolical incarnation, a witness to history—to name a few.
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On the one hand, a survivor must rectify his tragic past while on another,
he must make sense of a stunted future. With great strength and deter-
mination, survivors and their families move forward and rebuild their lives,
for a second time.

To start a life anew is difficult enough. To do so as a U.S. congressman
is nothing short of miraculous. Only in America—as LANTOS would say.

For Holocaust survivors and their families, LANTOS was a source of pride.
For those who searched for a voice of justice, in him they found their great-
est friend.

ToM LANTOS spoke out against genocide in Darfur, at one point being ar-
rested for protesting outside the Sudanese Embassy along with four other
Democratic lawmakers, including Bay State Reps. Jim McGovern and John
Olver.

One of his final acts was a resolution that would recognize the slaughter
of innocent Armenians for what it was—genocide. As chairman of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, LANTOS refused to be part of a campaign of de-
nial and looked beyond the politics of convenience by passing the resolution.

During a PBS interview last October, LANTOS said, “This is one of those
events which has to be settled once and for all: 1.5 million utterly innocent
Armenian men, women and children were slaughtered. And the Turkish
government, until now, has intimidated the Congress of the United States
from taking this measure. I think it’s important, at a time when genocides
are going on in Darfur and elsewhere, not to be an accomplice in sweeping
an important genocide under the rug.”

The resolution has yet to be acted upon by the entire House—something,
no doubt, LANTOS, would want.

LANTOS understood what it meant to stand up for his fellow man, much
in the same way someone helped him when he needed it. An otherwise ordi-
nary bureaucrat, Raoul Wallenberg, chose to become an extraordinary per-
son when, over the course of his diplomatic career, he found a way to save
100,000 Hungarian Jews. LANTOS was among them.

As people who have inherited a legacy from our families, we have an obli-
gation to recognize man’s inhumanity to man regardless of whether it is
convenient to do so. We have an obligation to properly recognize an injustice
by its name, regardless of the political discomfort or cost. And, like LANTOS,
we have an obligation to live by the words “never again” and to remind the
world when those ominous words are back in play.

In ToM LANTOS’s passing we lost the sentinel on humanity’s gate. We owe
it to those he protected to speak the truth, no matter the cost.

TUESDAY, February 26, 2008

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.
Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive communications were
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows: ...

5484. A letter from the Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting the enclosed correspondence from the Prime
Minister of Kosovo Hashim Thaci and the Speaker of the Parliament of Al-
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bania Jozefina Topalli expressing their condolences on the passing of Chair-
man ToM LANTOS; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

WEDNESDAY, February 27, 2008

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam Speaker, I extend
my deepest regrets for the passing of Congressman Towm
LanTOs. His death is an enormous loss to Congress and our
Nation. I always deeply admired his unwavering commit-
ment to human rights. In this area, he believed our Nation
could reach a higher standard, and we are all better off be-
cause of it.

Madam Speaker, I first met Congressman LANTOS when I
was an aide in California’s 19th Assembly District. I had a
high regard for him then and am honored that I was able to
serve with him in Congress. My sincerest condolences go to
his wife Annette, his 2 daughters, Annette and Katrina, his
18 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I insert in the Congres-
sional Record a statement by former Deputy Secretary of the
Treasury Stuart Eizenstat in honor of our late Chairman
ToM LANTOS.

STATEMENT OF STUART EIZENSTAT

I first met ToM LANTOS during the 1976 Jimmy Carter Presidential cam-
paign for which I served as policy director, when ToM took a leave of ab-
sence from his teaching position in California to volunteer with the cam-
paign. He was a great asset in helping develop our foreign policy, particu-
larly on the Middle East. His brilliance, his intellectual integrity, and hon-
esty made an immediate impression on me.

His Holocaust experience, as a Holocaust survivor, created an indelible
link between us. From our first meeting in 1976 throughout his public ca-
reer, he was a passionate and unwavering supporter of Israel and the need
for peace between Israel and its Arab neighbors. He saw Israel as a Jewish
state created out of the ashes of the Holocaust and the best guarantor
against threats to the Jewish people. During the Clinton administration, in
which I held a number of senior positions including Special Representative
of the President and Secretary of State on Holocaust-Era Issues, no Member
of Congress was a stronger supporter of my efforts on behalf of the adminis-
tration to bring justice to survivors of the Holocaust and to the families of
its victims.

ToM was also one of the earliest and strongest supporters in Congress for
freedom for Jews in the then-Soviet Union.

His Holocaust experience was reflected in a number of additional activi-
ties. He was one of the strongest supporters of the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, which we created with bipartisan support at the end of
the Carter administration. He was personally responsible for naming the
street on which the museum sits as Raoul Wallenberg Place, named after
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the person who saved his life and his wife Annette’s, following the Nazi oc-
cupation of their native Hungary in 1944. He never forgot what Raoul
Wallenberg had done for them and for thousands of other Jews, and was
an indefatigable champion of trying to get the Soviet Union and later Russia
to provide an honest accounting of the circumstances around Wallenberg’s
death.

His Holocaust experience also taught him the importance of human rights
around the world. He was the founder and cochairman of the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus, shining a spotlight on human rights violations
around the world, most recently in Darfur.

Towm’s legacy of support for human rights, his strong opposition to regimes
which threaten western values, the numerous actions he took to strengthen
U.S.-Israel relations mark ToM LANTOS as one of the most influential and
important Members of Congress in our generation. He was a dear friend and
a great and good man.

TUESDAY, March 11, 2008

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. ... Madam Speaker, this reso-
lution on the floor is the culmination of longstanding efforts
I have made with Representative Wexler, who is chairman
of the Subcommittee on Europe; Representative Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, the ranking member of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee; Representative Mark Kirk; and many others to
open the largest closed Holocaust-era archive in the world
and release critical Holocaust records.

As I stand today in support of a resolution making this
significant event in Holocaust history, I cannot help but re-
flect on the longstanding life and career of a true champion
of human rights and Holocaust issues, the former chairman
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and the first and
only Holocaust survivor Member of Congress, Representative
ToM LANTOS.

These archives will forever contribute to the world’s collec-
tive memory of the Holocaust atrocities experienced and the
immense bravery exhibited by Representative LANTOS and
his wife and other survivors who are no longer with us
today. ...

FRIDAY, March 14, 2008

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with great sadness
that I rise today to honor the memory of the late Congress-
man ToM LANTOS and his devotion to battling genocide and
aiding its victims. We have not only lost a wonderful friend
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but an individual who, during his lifetime, made countless
contributions toward the betterment of our Nation, and in-
deed, the world.

At the age of 16, ToM was taken by the Nazis as they
stormed through Budapest in 1944. After two escapes from
the Nazi work camps, he found refuge in a safehouse and
began working to help other Jews in hiding by gathering
food and supplies.

Upon moving to the United States in 1947, ToMm LANTOS
served in various capacities as an educator, consultant, and
political advisor to several Senators. In 1983, only 3 years
after being elected to Congress, Congressman LANTOS helped
to found the Congressional Human Rights Caucus. During
his final year of service to the House of Representatives, he
served as the distinguished chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Chairman LANTOS represented California’s 12th Congres-
sional District for 27 years in the House of Representatives
and will be remembered as a champion of human rights.

We are privileged to have known and worked with such a
passionate and loyal individual. Chairman LANTOS will be
greatly missed and always remembered. Madam Speaker, I
ask my colleagues to join me in remembering a dedicated
public servant.

He will be deeply missed by his family—his wife, Annette,
their 2 daughters, Annette and Katrina, 18 grandchildren
and 2 great-grandchildren—as well as the countless friends
he leaves behind. Our thoughts and prayers are with them
all at this difficult time.

TUESDAY, April 1, 2008

Mr. NADLER. I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong support of this resolution
which I introduced, along with Representatives Ros-
Lehtinen, Crowley and Ferguson. I am proud to stand along-
side of them, as well as Chairman Berman and Representa-
tive Ackerman, who have been strong leaders on the issue of
Jewish refugees from Arab lands, in this historic moment of
recognition of these refugees.

I would also like to take a moment to commend the leader-
ship of our late chairman, ToM LANTOS, whose leadership on
this issue and on all human rights issues has been critical
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to opening this debate and to recognizing the rights of refu-
gees throughout the world. ...

WEDNESDAY, April 2, 2008

H.R. 5501, TOM LANTOS AND HENRY J. HYDE UNITED STATES
GLOBAL LEADERSHIP AGAINST HIV/AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS, AND
MALARIA REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2008

Mr. McGOVERN. ... Mr. Speaker, all Members of this
House should be very proud of the bipartisan collaboration
and careful compromises that have resulted in the under-
lying bill before us today, H.R. 5501, the Tom Lantos and
Henry J. Hyde United States Global Leadership Against
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Reauthorization Act. I
wish to express my appreciation to the work of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey, Congressman Donald Payne, the
chairman of the Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health,
and Subcommittee Ranking Member Chris Smith, as well as
House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Howard Ber-
man and Ranking Member Ileana Ros-Lehtinen. And, like all
of my House colleagues on both sides of the aisle, I am grate-
ful that the committee named this bill after the great leaders
of the Foreign Affairs Committee, Chairmen Tom LANTOS
and Henry Hyde, who guided the original 2003 act into law.
May the collegial spirit of these two great champions for
global health guide us all during today’s debate. ...

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. ... I would like
to thank Chairman Berman and Ranking Member Ros-
Lehtinen and Chairman Payne and Ranking Member Smith
for their marvelous bipartisan, very hard work on this im-
portant issue. I also wish to thank them for naming this
landmark program for two ultimately respected colleagues of
ours who have recently left us, Henry Hyde and Tom LAN-
TOS. This is truly a fitting tribute for two remarkable human
beings and public servants. ...

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. ... I wurge all of my col-
leagues to support the rule and to support H.R. 5501, rightly
named to honor the service of Chairman Hyde and Chairman
LANTOS. ...

Mr. BERMAN. ... The negotiations that brought forth this
compromise bill were conducted in the same bipartisan spirit
that guided the 2003 act into law, a spirit made possible by
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close cooperation between two former chairmen of the For-
eign Affairs Committee, our late colleagues Tom LANTOS and
Henry Hyde, and I am pleased to note that this important
reauthorization bill is named for these two foreign policy ti-
tans in recognition of their contributions to battling HIV/
AIDS overseas. ...

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. ... Madam Chairman, I thank my
good friend, the new chairman of our Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, Howard Berman. He has got a tough act to follow,
because we all loved ToMm LANTOS. ...

The foundation of this bill, as Chairman Berman has
pointed out, is the 2003 Leadership Act, which was the first
comprehensive U.S. emergency response to the HIV/AIDS
pandemic and which stands as a noble legacy of our two
former chairmen, Henry Hyde and ToM LANTOS. They under-
stood, as do all of us, that millions of lives around the world
depend on our country’s willingness to battle this pandemic
together. ...

Mr. PAYNE. ... This bill is appropriately named because
it was under the leadership of the late Henry Hyde, then
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, that the
PEPFAR legislation was originally authorized. And under
the leadership of the late Tom LANTOS, reauthorization
began. Both of these tireless giants who have left us should
be remembered by this legislation. ...

Mr. SMITH of New dJersey. Madam Chairman, I rise in
strong support of the Tom Lantos and Henry J. Hyde United
States Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis,
and Malaria Reauthorization Act of 2008, an admittedly
long, but appropriate title for a bill that is long on substance,
meaningful interventio